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Welcome to ‘Mann ki Baat’. 
But, we can never forget this 
day, the 26th of November. 
It was on this very day that 
the country had come under 
the most dastardly terror 
attack. Terrorists had made 
Mumbai shudder… along with 
the entire country. But it is 
India’s fortitude that made 
us surmount the ordeal; we 
are now quelling terror with 
full ardor. I pay homage to all 
of them who lost their lives in 
the Mumbai attack. Today, the 
country is in remembrance of 
those bravehearts who made 
the supreme sacrifice during the 
attack.

My family members, this 
day, the 26th of November is 
extremely significant on one 
more account. It was on this very 

My dear countrymen, Namaskar

day in 1949 that the Constituent 
Assembly had passed and 
adopted the Constitution of 
India. I remember… in the year 
2015, when we were celebrating 
the 125th birth anniversary 
of Baba Saheb Ambedkar, a 
thought had struck the mind to 
observe the 26th of November 
as Constitution Day. And since 
then, every year, we have 
been celebrating this day as 
Constitution Day. I extend my 
best wishes to all countrymen on 
the occasion of Constitution Day. 
And together we shall certainly 
attain the resolve of a developed 
India, prioritising citizens’ duties.

Friends, all of us know that 
the Constitution took 2 years  
11 months and 18 days for coming 
into being. The oldest member 
in the Constituent Assembly was 
Shri Sachidananda Sinha Ji. The 
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that out of the same members 
of the Constituent Assembly 
who were nominated, 15 were 
women. One such Member 
was Hansa Mehta Ji, who 
raised her voice for the sake of 
rights and justice to women. 
During that period, India was 
one of the countries whose 
Constitution enabled Voting 
Rights to women. In the process 
of nation building, collective 
development is possible only 
with support from everyone. It’s 
a matter of inner satisfaction 
for me that in adherence to 
the farsightedness of the 
framers of the Constitution, the 
Parliament of India has now 
passed the Nari Shakti Vandan 
Act. The Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam is an example of the 
Sankalp Shakti, the strength of 
the resolve of the Democracy. 
This will provide a fillip to 
the pace of accomplishing 
our resolve of a developed  
India.

3

Draft of our Constitution came 
up after close study of the 
Constitution of over 60 countries; 
after long deliberations. After 
readying the Draft, before 
the final structure shaped 
up, over 2000 Amendments 
were reincorporated in it. Even 
after the Constitution came 
into force in 1950, till this day, 
a total of 106 Amendments 
have been carried out in the 
Constitution. In consonance 
with the times, circumstances 
and requirements of the 
country, various Governments 
carried out Amendments at 
different times. But this too has 
been a misfortune that the 
Constitution’s first Amendment 
pertained to curtailing the 
Freedom of Speech and 
Freedom of Expression. Whereas, 
through the 44th Amendment, 
the wrongs committed during 
the Emergency had been duly 
rectified.

Friends, it’s again inspiring 
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My family members, when 
the people at large take charge 
of nation building, no power in 
the world can stop that country 
from moving forward. Today, it is 
clearly visible in India that many 
transformations are being led 
by the 140 crore people of the 
country. We have seen a direct 
example of this during this festive 
season. Last month, in ‘Mann 
ki Baat’, I had laid emphasis on 
‘Vocal for Local’ i.e. buying local 
products. Within the last few 
days, business worth more than 
Rs 4 lakh crore has been done 
in the country on Diwali, Bhaiya 
Dooj and Chhath. And during this 
period, tremendous enthusiasm 
was seen among the people in 
buying products 'Made in India'. 
Now even our children, while 
buying something at the shop, 
have started checking whether 
'Made in India' is mentioned 
on them or not. Not only that, 
nowadays, people do not forget 
to check the Country of Origin 

while purchasing goods online.
Friends, just as the very 

success of 'Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan' is becoming its 
inspiration; the success of 
‘Vocal for Local’ is opening 
the doors to a ‘Developed 
India - Prosperous India’. This 
campaign of ‘Vocal for Local’ 
strengthens the economy 
of the entire country. The 
Vocal for Local campaign is a 
guarantee of employment. This 
is a guarantee of development; 
this is the guarantee of 
balanced development of the 
country. This provides equal 
opportunities to both urban and 
rural people. This also paves 
the way for Value Addition in 
local products, and if ever, 
there are ups and downs in the 
global economy, the mantra of 
Vocal for Local also protects our 
economy.

Friends, this sentiment 
towards Indian products should 
not be limited to festivals only. 

Sachidananda  Sinha

Hansa Mehta
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The wedding season as well 
has commenced now. Some 
trade organisations estimate 
that there could be a business 
of around Rs 5 lakh crore during 
this wedding season. While 
shopping for weddings, all of 
you should give importance to 
products made in India only. And 
yes, since the topic of marriage 
has come up, one thing has 
been troubling me off and on for 
a long time… and if I don't open 
up my heart's pain to my family 
members, who else do I do it 
with? Just ponder… these days 
a new milieu is being created 
by some families to go abroad 
and conduct weddings. Is this 
at all necessary? If we celebrate 
the festivities of marriages on 
Indian soil, amid the people 
of India, the country's money 
will remain in the country. The 
people of the country will get 
an opportunity to render some 
service or the other at your 
wedding… even poor people 
will tell their children about that 
occasion. Can you extrapolate 
on this mission of ‘Vocal for 
Local’? Why don't we hold such 

wedding ceremonies in our own 
country? It is possible that the 
kind of system you want may 
not be there today, but if we 
organise such events, systems 
will also develop. This is a topic 
related to very big families. I hope 
this pain of mine will definitely 
reach those big families.

My family members, 
another big trend has been 
seen during this festive season. 
This is the second consecutive 
year when the trend of buying 
some goods through cash 
payments on the occasion of 
Deepawali is gradually on the 
decline. That means, people are 
making more and more digital 
payments now. This is also very 
encouraging. You can do one 
more thing. Decide for yourself 
that for one month you will make 
payments only through UPI or 
any digital medium and not 
through cash. The success of 
the digital revolution in India has 
made this absolutely possible. 
And when one month is over, 
please share your experiences 
and your photos with me. I wish 

you all the best in advance from 
now itself.

My family members, our 
young friends have given 
another significant good 
news to the country, which is 
going to fill all of us with pride. 
‘Intelligence, Idea, Innovation’ 
is the hallmark of Indian youth 
today. A continuous rise in their 
intellectual properties through 
the combination of technology 
- this in itself is an important 
facet of progress in enhancing 
the capability of the country. 
You will be pleased to know that 
there has been an increase of 
more than 31 per cent in patent 
applications by Indians in 2022. 
The World Intellectual Property 
Organization has released a 
very interesting report. This 
report shows that this has 
never happened earlier even in 

the top 10 countries that are at 
the forefront in filing patents. 
I congratulate my young 
colleagues for this wonderful 
achievement. I want to assure my 
young friends that the country is 
with you at every step. After the 
administrative and legal reforms 
made by the Government, 
today our youth are engaged in 
innovation on a large scale with 
renewed energy. If compared 
with the figures of 10 years ago… 
today, our patents are getting 
10 times more approvals. We 
all know that patents not only 
increase the Intellectual Property 
of the country; they also open 
doors to newer opportunities. 
Not only that, it also enhances 
the strength and potential of 
our startups. Today, the spirit of 
innovation is being promoted 
among our school children as 
well. Atal Tinkering Lab, Atal 
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Innovation Mission, Incubation 
Centres in colleges, Startup 
India campaign… the results 
of such relentless efforts are in 
front of the countrymen. This 
too, is a direct example of India's 
youth power; India's innovative 
power. Moving ahead with this 
fervour, we shall achieve the 
vision of a developed India 
and that is why I say again and 
again, 'Jai Jawan-Jai Kisan', 'Jai 
Vigyan-Jai Anusandhan'.

My dear countrymen, you 
might remember that some 
time ago in 'Mann ki Baat', 
I had discussed about the 
large number of fairs being 
organised in India. Then the 
idea of a competition also 
came to mind in which people 
would share photos related to 
fairs. The Ministry of Culture 
had organised a Mela Moments 
Contest in connection with the 
same. You would be pleased 
to know that thousands of 
people participated in it and 
many people also won prizes.  
Rajesh Dhar ji, resident of Kolkata, 
won the award for his amazing 

photo of a balloon and toy seller 
at Charak Mela. This fair is very 
popular in rural Bengal. Anupam 
Singh ji received the Mela 
Portraits Award for showcasing 
Holi at Varanasi. Arun Kumar 
Nalimela ji was awarded for 
showing an attractive aspect 
related to 'Kulasai Dussehra'. 
Similarly, a photo showing the 
devotion of Pandharpur was 
included in the most liked photo, 
which was sent by a gentleman 
from Maharashtra, Shriman 
Rahul ji. In this competition, there 
were many pictures of local 
dishes visible during the fairs. In 
this, the picture by Alok Avinash 
ji, resident of Purulia, won an 
award. He had showcased the 
food of rural areas of Bengal 
during a fair. A picture by Pranab 
Basaakji, in which women 
are enjoying Kulfi during the 
Bhagoriya festival, was also 
awarded. Rumela ji had sent a 
photo of women tasting Bhajiya 
in a village fair in Jagdalpur, 
Chhattisgarh - that was also 
awarded.

Friends, through ‘Mann 
ki Baat’, today I request 

every village, every school, 
every panchayat to organise 
such competitions regularly. 
Nowadays, the power of social 
media is immense… technology 
and the mobile have reached 
every home. Be it your local 
festivals or products, you can 
make them global through them 
as well.

Friends, just like the fairs 
held in every village, various 
dances here also possess their 
own heritage. There is a very 
famous dance in the tribal 
areas of Jharkhand, Odisha, 
and Bengal which is called 
'Chhau'. 'Chhau' festival was 
organised in Srinagar from 15 
to 17 November with the spirit 
of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’. 
Everyone enjoyed the 'Chhau' 
dance in this programme. A 
workshop was also organised 
to impart training in 'Chhau' 
dance to the youth of Srinagar. 
Similarly, 'Basohli Utsav' was 
organised in Kathua district a 

few weeks ago. This place 
is 150 kilometers away 

from Jammu. Local 
art, folk dance and 

traditional Ramlila 

were organised in this festival.
Friends, the beauty of Indian 

culture was felt in Saudi Arabia 
also. This month, an event 
named 'Sanskrit Utsav' was 
held in Saudi Arabia. This was 
unique in itself, since the entire 
programme was in Sanskrit. 
Dialogues, music, dance, 
everything in Sanskrit, in which 
the participation of the local 
people was also seen.

My family members, 
'Swachh Bharat' has now 
become a favorite topic of the 
entire country. It, of course, is 
my favorite topic as well and 
as soon as I receive any news 
related to it, my mind veers 
towards it… and it is natural for 
it to certainly find a mention 
in 'Mann ki Baat'. The Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan has changed 
people's mindset regarding 
cleanliness and public hygiene. 
Today this initiative has become 
a symbol of the national spirit, 
which has improved the lives 
of crores of countrymen. This 
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campaign has also inspired 
people from different walks of 
life, especially the youth, for 
collective participation. One 
such commendable effort 
has been observed in Surat. 
A team of youth has started 
‘Project Surat’ there. Its aim is to 
make Surat a model city which 
becomes an excellent example 
of cleanliness and sustainable 
development. Under this effort, 
which commenced as 'Safai 
Sunday', the youth of Surat earlier 
used to clean public places 
and the Dumas Beach. Later, 
these people also got involved 
wholeheartedly in cleaning 
the banks of the Tapi river. And 
you will be happy to know that 
within no time the number of 
people associated with this has 
risen to more than 50 thousand. 

The confidence of the team 
increased with the support 
received from the people, after 
which they also embarked upon 
the task of collecting garbage. 
You will be surprised to know 
that this team has cleared lakhs 
of kilos of garbage. Such efforts 
made at the grassroots level 
can bring huge changes.

Friends, another piece of 
information has come in from 
Gujarat itself. A few weeks ago, 
'Bhadaravi Poonam Fair' was 
organised at Ambaji. More than 
50 lakh people came to this fair. 
This fair takes place every year. 
The most significant aspect 
about it was that the people 
who came to the fair conducted 
a cleanliness campaign across 
a large part of Gabbar Hill. This 
campaign to keep the entire 

area around the temples clean 
is very inspiring.

Friends, I always say that 
cleanliness is not a campaign 
for a day or a week but it is an 
endeavour to be implemented 
for life. We also see people 
around us who have devoted 
their entire lives to issues related 
to cleanliness. Loganathan ji, 
who lives in Coimbatore, Tamil 
Nadu, is incomparable. During 
his childhood, he often used to 
get perturbed on seeing the torn 
clothes of poor children. After 
that, he took a vow to help such 
children and started donating 
a part of his earnings to them. 
When there was shortage of 
money, Loganathan ji even 
cleaned toilets so that the 
needy children could be helped. 
He has been engaged in this 
task with complete dedication 
for the last 25 years and till now 
has helped more than 1500 
children. I once again commend 
such efforts. Many such efforts 
taking place across the country 

not only inspire us but also ignite 
the will to do something new.

My family members, one 
of the biggest challenges 
of the 21st century is 'Water 
Security'. Conserving water is 
no less than saving life. When 
we perform any work with this 
spirit of collectivity, we also 
achieve success. An example 
of this is the 'Amrit Sarovar' 
being built in every district of 
the country. The more than 65 
thousand ‘Amrit Sarovars’ that 
India has developed during the 
‘Amrit Mahotsav’ will benefit 
forthcoming generations. Now 
it is also our responsibility to 
ensure that wherever 'Amrit 
Sarovar' have been built, they 
should be regularly looked after 
so that they remain the main 
source of water conservation.

Friends, amidst such 
discussions on water 
conservation; I also came to 
know about the 'Jal Utsav' 
held in Amreli, Gujarat. There 
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I congratulate and appreciate 
all the people associated 
with this organisation for skill 
development. Today, such 
collective efforts are needed for 
skill development in every village 
of the country.

Friends, when there is a 
collective effort towards a goal, 
the level of success also rises 
higher. I want to share with all 
of you an inspiring example 
of Ladakh. You certainly must 
have heard about the Pashmina 
Shawl. Ladakhi Pashmina is also 
being discussed a lot for some 
time now. Ladakhi Pashmina is 
reaching the markets around 
the world under the name of 
‘Looms of Ladakh’. You will be 
surprised to know that more 
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is also a lack of perennially 
flowing rivers in Gujarat, hence 
people have to depend mostly 
on rain water. During the last 
20-25 years, after the efforts 
of the Government and social 
organisations, the situation 
there has definitely changed. 
And hence ‘Jal Utsav’ has a 
big role there. During the ‘Jal 
Utsav’ held in Amreli, there were 
efforts to enhance awareness 
among the people on ‘water 
conservation’ and conservation 
of lakes. In that, water sports 
were also promoted and 
brainstorming was also done 
with experts on water security. 
The people participating in the 
programme liked the tricolor 
water fountain very much. This 
water festival was organised 
by the foundation of Savjibhai 
Dholakia, who made a name for 
himself in the diamond business 
of Surat. I congratulate everyone 
involved in this and wish them 
all the best for doing similar work 
for water conservation.

My family members, 
nowadays, the importance of 
skill development is finding 

acceptance all over the world. 
When we teach someone a skill, 
we not only give the person that 
skill; we also provide a source of 
income. And when I came to know 
that an organisation has been 
engaged in skill development 
work for the last four decades, I 
felt even better. This institution 
is in Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh 
and its name is ‘Bejjipuram 
Youth Club’. Focusing on skill 
development, ‘Bejjipuram 
Youth Club’ has empowered 
around 7000 women. Most of 
these women today are doing 
some work or the other on their 
own. This organisation has also 
helped the children trapped in 
child labour to get out of that 
vicious cycle by teaching them 
some skill or the other. The team 
of ‘Bejjipuram Youth Club’also 
taught new skills to the farmers 
associated with Farmer Producer 
Organisations i.e. FPOs, which 
has empowered a large number 
of farmers. This youth club is 
also spreading awareness 
in every village regarding 
cleanliness. It has also helped in 
the construction of many toilets. 

than 450 women from 15 
villages are involved in weaving 
them. Earlier they used to sell 
their products only to the tourists 
coming there. But now in this 
era of Digital India, the products 
made by them have started 
reaching different markets in 
the country and the world. That 
means our local is now becoming 
global and on account of that, 
the earnings of these women 
have also increased.

Friends, such successes 
of women power are present 
in every corner of the country. 
There is a need to bring such 
examples to the fore as much 
as possible. And what could be 
better than ‘Mann ki Baat’ to 
convey this? So you too share 
such examples with me as much 
as possible. I will also try my best 
to bring them to you.

‘Mann ki Baat’
Fostering Entrepreneurial Initiatives



12 13

My family members, in 
'Mann ki Baat' we have been 
discussing such collective efforts 
which have brought about major 
changes in the society. Another 
achievement of ‘Mann ki Baat’ 
is that it has made radio more 
popular in every household. On 
MyGov, I have received a letter 
from Ram Singh Baudh ji of 
Amroha in Uttar Pradesh. Ram 
Singh ji has been engaged in 
the work of collecting radio sets 
for the last several decades. He 
says that after 'Mann ki Baat', 
people's curiosity about his 
Radio Museum has increased 
further. Similarly, inspired by 
‘Mann ki Baat’, Teerthdham 
Prerna Teerth near Ahmadabad 
has organised an interesting 
exhibition. More than a 100 
antique radios from India 
and abroad are displayed 
here. Here, all the episodes of 
‘Mann ki Baat’ done till now 
can be heard. There are many 
more examples, which show 

Scan the QR code to 
listen to 'Mann ki Baat'.

how people got inspired by 
‘Mann ki Baat’ and started 
their own enterprise. One such 
example is that of Varsha ji of 
Chamarajanagar, Karnataka, 
who was inspired by 'Mann ki 
Baat' to stand on her own feet. 
Motivated by an episode of this 
programme, she started the 
work of making organic fertiliser 
from bananas. This initiative 
of Varshaji, who is very fond 
of nature, has also brought 
employment opportunities for 
other people.

My Family Members, 
tomorrow the 27th of November, 
is the festival of Kartik Purnima. 
‘Dev Deepawali’ is also 
celebrated on this day. And I 
always feel like witnessing 'Dev 
Deepawali' of Kashi. This time I’ll 
not be able to go to Kashi but I 
am definitely sending my best 
wishes to the people of Banaras 
through ‘Mann ki Baat’. This time 
too, lakhs of lamps will be lit on 

the Ghats of Kashi; there will be 
a grand Aarti; there will be a 
laser show… lakhs of people from 
India and abroad will enjoy 'Dev 
Deepawali'.

Friends, tomorrow, on the 
day of the full moon, is also the 
Prakash Parv of Guru Nanak 
Dev ji. Guru Nanak ji's precious 
messages are inspiring and 
relevant even today, not only 
for India but for the whole world. 
They inspire us to be simple, 
harmonious and dedicated 
towards others. Our Sikh 
brothers and sisters all over the 
world are seen following the 
teachings of Guru Nanak Dev ji 
about the spirit of service and 
acts of service. I convey my very 
best wishes to all the listeners of 
‘Mann ki Baat’, on the Prakash 
Parv of Guru Nanak Dev ji.

My family members, that’s 
all this time with me in 'Mann ki 

Baat'. Eventually, 2023 is moving 
towards its end. And like every 
time, you and I are also thinking 
that look...this year has passed 
so quickly. But it is also true 
that this year has been a year 
of immense achievements for 
India, and India's achievements 
are the achievements of every 
Indian. I am glad that ‘Mann ki 
Baat’ has become a powerful 
medium to highlight such 
achievements of Indians. Next 
time, we will talk to you again 
about the many successes of 
our countrymen. Till then, I take 
leave of you.

Thank you very much.
Namaskar.

12 13
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Resonance of Progress
India's Women at the Forefront

The backbone of societal 
progress, women, wield 
unparalleled influence in shaping 
India's destiny. Empowering 
women goes beyond just 
achieving gender equality; it 
serves as a driving force for the 
progress of an entire nation. 
India's dynamic growth hinges 
on harnessing the full potential 
of its female population. From 
boardrooms to rural landscapes, 
women catalyse innovation, 
drive economic prosperity, and 
nurture social cohesion. Their 
empowerment isn't just a moral 
obligation; it's an economic 
necessity, enhancing workforce 
diversity, stimulating creativity, 
and ensuring a balanced 
societal tapestry. The Nari Shakti 
Vandan Act 2023 is a legislative 
stride towards acknowledging, 
respecting, and celebrating the 
power and potential of women 
in India.

Enacted with the vision 
of recognising the invaluable 
contributions of women across 
various domains, the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Act serves as a platform 
to honour and commemorate 
the achievements of women 
who have made remarkable 
strides in diverse fields, 
breaking barriers, and inspiring 
generations. The Act seeks 

The Nari Shakti Vandan  
Adhiniyam is an example of the 
Sankalp Shakti, the strength of 
the resolve of the Democracy. 
This will provide a fillip to the 
pace of accomplishing our 
resolve of a developed India.
-Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

(in 'Mann ki Baat' address)

“The Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam is a momentous 
social revolution that will 
redefine the very fabric of our 
political landscape and pave 
the way for a future where 
women are empowered 
and lead the nation towards 
progress."

-Smriti Irani
Minister for Women & Child 

Development
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to reserve 33% of seats in Lok 
Sabha and State Legislatures 
for women, witnessing a turning 
point in Indian democracy. 
At its core, the Act aims to 
elevate the status of women in 
society by encouraging their 
participation and recognising 
their accomplishments. It 
also endeavours to promote 
gender inclusivity, ensuring 
equal opportunities for women 
across sectors. Moreover, the 
Nari Shakti Vandan Act stands 
as a testament to the Indian 
Government's unwavering 
commitment to ensuring 
equal rights and opportunities 
for women, embodying a 
transformative approach 
towards fostering gender 
equality and empowerment in 
every sphere of society.

The Government of India 
has been focused on promoting 
'Nari Shakti' in the country, 
strengthening the stature of 
Indian women by bringing 

a series of women centric 
legislations and legal reforms 
in India since 2014. The 2017 
Maternity Benefit Act Amendment 
significantly increased paid 
maternity leave from 12 to 26 
weeks, offering flexibility before 
and after childbirth while 
extending benefits to adoptive 
and commissioning mothers. The 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 
2018 was amended to increase 
the minimum punishment for 
rape of women from seven years 
to ten years, increasing minimum 
sentences and introducing 
stringent penalties, including life 
imprisonment and the possibility 
of the death penalty for 
perpetrators targeting women 
under sixteen and twelve years 
of age, particularly addressing 
cases of gang rape. Moreover, 
the 2018 amendments to the 
Employees Provident Fund Act 
reduced women employees' 
contribution to 8% for the initial 
three years, encouraging their 
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formal sector employment, 
showcasing the Government's 
commitment to enrich a gender-
inclusive work environment 
and eliminating discrimination. 
Another step was the 2019 Muslim 
Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Act that criminalises 
'triple talaq,' declaring it void 
and illegal, with imprisonment 
up to three years and provisions 
for subsistence allowance and 
child custody, marking a crucial 
step in safeguarding the rights 
of married Muslim women and 
ensuring gender equality.

Moreover, significant 
initiatives undertaken by the 

Government over the past nine 
years show its commitment 
towards empowering women 
across diverse sectors of society.

Schemes like the Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, 
POSHAN Abhiyaan, Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana, Sukanya Samriddhi 
Yojana, and Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana Yojana are 
dedicated to ensuring improved 
healthcare for women. 
Additionally, educational 
empowerment finds support 
through programmes like 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and 
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana. 
Furthermore, schemes such 
as Stand-Up India, PM MUDRA 
Yojana, Prime Minister’s 
Employment Generation 
Programme (PMEGP), and the 
Udyam Shakti Portal actively 
encourage and support women 
entrepreneurs, strengthening 
their economic independence. 

In a resounding echo of 
progress, India stands poised 
at the brink of an era shaped 
by the valor and potential of 
its women. The amalgamation 
of legislative strides, socio-
economic initiatives, and 

cultural shifts heralds an era of 
inclusivity and empowerment. 
Celebrating the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Act is not merely a 
ceremonial gesture; it signifies 
a paradigm shift in societal 
perceptions about the role 
and potential of women. It 
reinforces the belief that 
empowering women is not just 
a moral imperative but also an 
economic and social necessity 
for a nation's progress. With 
each reform and scheme, the 
nation converges towards a 
future where women thrive as 
architects of change, not just 
beneficiaries of policies.

18 19
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Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam   
Ushering in a New Era of Women-Led Governance

In a landmark move towards 
fostering gender equality and 
empowering women, the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 
2023 takes center stage as a 
beacon of change in India. This 
groundbreaking legislation 
marks a watershed moment in 
the history of our nation, paving 
the way for a future where 
women are not just participants, 
but driving forces in shaping our 
democracy and destiny. Passed 
unanimously in the Parliament, 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the 
Act sets the stage for a more 
inclusive and equitable future.

The issue of political 
representation of women in India 
has a chequered history. In 1993, 
the 73rd  and 74th  amendments 
to the Constitution reserved 
seats for women at the local level 
bodies. After these amendments, 
Article 243D of the Constitution 
ensured participation of women 
in Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) by mandating not less than 
one-third reservation for women 

out of total number of seats to 
be filled by direct election and 
number of offices of chairpersons 
of Panchayats. Today, over 20 
states have made provisions 
of 50 per cent reservation for 
women in PRIs in their respective 
State Panchayati Raj Acts. 

However, despite 75 
years of Independence, India 
still witnessed a significant 
underrepresentation of women 
in the Lok Sabha and State 
Legislatures. Correcting this 
historical wrong, the country has 
now witnessed the passage of 
this landmark legislation that 
reserves 33 per cent of seats in 
Lok Sabha and State Legislatures 
for women, witnessing a turning 
point in Indian democracy. It is a 
reflection of the Prime Minister’s 
unwavering commitment 
to empowering women and 
ensuring their rightful place in 
decision-making.

The inaugural legislative 
agenda of the new Parliament 
building goes beyond mere 
representation. It signifies 
a paradigm shift in our 
understanding of Governance 
and marks the beginning of 
a new era of women-led and 
gender-sensitive Governance.

The Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam is a momentous 
social revolution that will redefine 
the very fabric of our political 
landscape and pave the way 
for a future where women are 
empowered and lead the nation 
towards progress. Introduced 
with a visionary perspective, 
this Act aims to transform 
the societal landscape by 
ensuring greater representation, 
acknowledgment, and 
empowerment of women 
across various spheres. The 

Smriti Irani
Minister for Women & Child Development

impact of this legislation will 
be far-reaching. By increasing 
the representation of women 
in decision-making bodies, 
we are not just ensuring fairer 
gender representation; we are 
also unlocking a vast untapped 
potential. Women have proven 
themselves to be capable and 
resilient leaders across various 
fields. Their inclusion in the 
political arena will bring fresh 
perspectives, diverse viewpoints, 
and innovative solutions to the 
challenges we face as a Nation. 
At the same time, it will also 
inspire young girls across the 
country to dream big and aspire 
for leadership roles.

The Government’s dedication 
to fostering a progressive and 
gender-responsive democracy 
is evident in its actions. Its 
comprehensive policies and 
targeted initiatives have focused 
on empowering women through 
education and economic 
opportunities. Through initiatives 
such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Poshan 
Abhiyan, Ujjwala Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Sukanya Samriddhi 
Yojana, and the Maternity 
benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017, 
the Government has taken a 
multi-pronged approach to 
address the challenges faced 
by women and unlock their full 
potential. Through education, 
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healthcare, and political and 
economic opportunities, today 
women in India are experiencing 
a newfound sense of agency 
and empowerment, contributing 
to the nation’s growth and 
development. And with the 
passage of the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam, women will 
be stepping into a future where 
they are not just equal, but where 
they lead.

As the Minister for Women 
and Child Development, I take 
immense pride in witnessing 
the enactment of the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam. This 
legislation not only reflects 
our commitment to women 
empowerment, but also paves 
the way for a more inclusive 
and progressive India. Under 
the leadership of the Prime 
Minister, we are moving towards 
a future where every woman 
is celebrated, respected, and 
given the opportunity to realise 
her true potential. Together, we 
are building a nation where Nari 
Shakti is not just a phrase but a 
living reality. As we stand at the 
threshold of this new dawn, I urge 
all women to rise to the challenge 
and embrace this opportunity. 
Let us step forward, not just as 
political representatives, but 
as champions of change, as 
architects of a more just and 
equitable society.
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Yuva Shakti 
Harnessing India’s Power of Innovation & Ingenuity

Intellectual property is 
one of the most prized forms 
of possessions in the world. It 
signifies a society’s drive to 
reward intellect and creativity, 
and the benefits arising out of 
this creativity. For a very long 
time, since the end of World  
War-II patent filings for 
inventions were dominated by 
Western countries. However, 
as the other countries began 
to come up, it was reflected 
in higher living standards 
and an increase in upcoming 
enterprises and patent filings 
from these countries. The most 
recent example is India. A 
November 2023 report published 
by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO) 
noted India to have recorded 
a 31 per cent growth in the 
number of patents filed in 2022 
alone. The report said, this 
growth extended “an 11-year run 
of growth unmatched by any 
other country among the top 10 
filers.”

Recognising this continuous 

Intelligence, Idea, Innovation 
is the hallmark of Indian youth 
today. You will be pleased to 
know that there has been an 
increase of more than 31 per 
cent in patent applications 
by Indians in 2022. The 
World Intellectual Property 
Organization has released a 
very interesting report. This 
report shows that this has 
never happened earlier even in 
the top 10 countries that are at 
the forefront in filing patents.
-Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

(in 'Mann ki Baat' address)
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spurt of patent applications, 
the Prime Minister spoke 
about it in the 107th  ‘Mann ki 
Baat’ address. He implored 
the youth to undertake even 
more entrepreneurial ventures, 
assuring the Government’s 
backing through various 
schemes. The decade-long 
'unmatched growth' in patent 
filings, as mentioned in the WIPO 
report is no coincidence. This 
Government has undertaken 
several path breaking initiatives 
to encourage the spirit of 
innovation among the youth. 
One of its flagship missions 
is the Atal Innovation Mission 
(AIM). AIM is a flagship mission 
of the NITI Aayog, set up in 2016.

The staggering numbers in 
various parameters achieved 
by the Atal Innovation Mission, 
are self explanatory. The 
Atal Innovation Mission has 
supported over 2,900 startups 
while 10,000 Atal Tinkering Labs 
have come up. There are over 
40 domestic and international 
partnerships which have come 
up under the aegis of this 
mission.

The major impacts do not 
simply end here. In September 
2023, India maintained its 
position of 40th  rank out of 132 in 
the The Global Innovation Index, 
a list of rankings published by 
the WIPO. This is a phenomenal 
improvement. In 2015, India 

With around 56,000 resident 
patent applications in 2022, 
India’s numbers grew much 
faster than other competing 
countries. Moreover, our 
country has filed more 
than 4,65,000 trademark 
applications, which brings 
the total number of active 
trademark registrations in our 
country to 2.9 million.

-Kris Gopalakrishnan
Chair, B20 India Task Force on 

Technology, Innovation and 
R&D
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stood at the 81st  position on the 
same ranking scale.

India’s paradigm of 
innovations manifested 
through a flood of patents has 
had spillover effects into other 
sectors. The biggest spillover 
has been to the startup sector. 
India has risen to become 
the third largest startup 
ecosystem in the world 
after the USA and China. The 
Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal 
Trade recognises over 1.12 
lakh startups from across 
763 districts of India. 

A look at the data for 
the last seven years (2015-
2022) will give an idea of the 
extent of proliferation in the 
Indian Startup Ecosystem. 
There has been a 15 times 
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increase in the total 
startup funding in India 
while the total number 
of investors has risen 
by 9 times. There has 
also been a seven-fold 
increase in incubators.

There are currently 56 
diverse industrial sectors 
which have each seen 
growth in startups. 5 per 
cent of these startups are 
in agriculture and 5 per 
cent in food & beverages; 
7 per cent are working in 

the education sector; while 9 
per cent are solving problems in 
the healthcare and life sciences 
sector. 13 per cent of industrial 
sector startups belong to the IT 
services sector

Another metric of India’s 
exploding innovation is the 

number of unicorns within 
the startup ecosystem. 
Today, India has over 100 
unicorns with a valuation of 
nearly $350 billion. Indian 
startups have sprung up 
across all sectors. 

The Government is 
not only content with 
harnessing the Yuva Shakti 
of our nation towards only 
monetary endeavours 
but also believes that the 
youth hold many solutions 
to societal problems, and 
that this yuva shakti can be 
cultivated through a culture 
of leadership through 
structured curricula. To 
capture a generation of 
skilled leaders, the Prime 
Minister also launched the 
My Yuva Bharat platform. 
This platform aims to 
build a framework where 
Indian youth can with 
programmes, mentors, 
and work to deepen their 
understanding of local 
issues. This will empower 
them to contribute to 
constructive solutions and 
truly harness India’s power 
of innovation and ingenuity 
across all paradigms.
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Intellectual Property-Empowered 
Technology, Innovation and Business 

Growth in India

The need to increase our 
R&D expenses as percentage of 
GDP from 0.64% to an ambitious  
3% is required in the next  
5-10 years as we transition to a 
developed economy. It must be 
complimented by higher R&D 
expenses by the private sector 
to raise it from the present 36.4% 
of the total R&D expenses to the 
level achieved by developed 
countries. The latter has gone up 
over the years and that is partly 
reflected in the increased number 
of patent applications being filed 
in India and other countries. The 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 
informed the nation about the 
smart growth of patent filing 
in India in the past year which 
is noteworthy in the national 
and international contexts. We 
also registered similar growth in 

trademark, design, and copyright 
filing. 

As per the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO)’s 
public releases on the issue in 
November 2023, India achieved 
a massive jump of more than 
30% in patent filing by resident 
applicants which is the highest 
of any country in 2022. With 
around 56,000 resident patent 
applications in 2022, India’s 
numbers grew much faster 
than other competing countries. 
Moreover, our country has filed 
more than 4,65,000 Trademark 
applications, which brings the 
total number of active trademark 
registrations in our country to 2.9 
million. Our design filing has also 
increased by 9.5% in the period 
considered (2021-22) by WIPO. 
This progress has helped India 
achieve 40th rank in WIPO's latest 
global innovation index (2023), up 
from the 81st rank in 2015.

Efforts from the Government 
have powered Indian S&T 
ecosystem into an era of 
sustained high growth. Some of 
them are establishment of Atal 
Tinkering Lab, Atal Innovation 
Mission, Incubation Centres in 
colleges; hiring more examiners 
and controllers in Indian Patent 
office; Modernisation of India 
Patent office; the amendments 
to our country's patent law with 
a special measure taken to 
support startups, MSMEs, Women 
entrepreneurs, and Educational 
Institutions.

Kris Gopalakrishnan
Chair, B20 India Task Force on 

Technology, Innovation and R&D
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Government- industry 
partnership in R&D is the need of 
the hour with appropriate policy 
framework including regulatory, 
taxation and licensing frameworks 
to accelerate generation of 
new IPR and acquiring financial 
returns. Industry-academia 
partnership may be the first step 
in this direction which can be 
enhanced from the present level 
by adopting sound principles for 
IPR sharing, exchange of experts, 
common research projects, 
research facilities and joint 
PhD programmes.  Academic 
and research institutions must 
set a target of 40-70% applied 
research so that they can work on 
projects relevant to society and 
industry. Such efforts would lead 
to creation of monetisable IPR.

Monetisation of patents is 
essential for gaining full return 
on R&D and related investments 
and additional revenue for 
pumping into future research. 
Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII) has been conducting 
educational and professional 
courses on IPR valuation and 
licensing for the last three 
years with the help of national  
and international experts from 
industry, law firms, chartered 
account firms, international 
organisations, and universities. 
Such courses must be 
encouraged as a part of the 
National IPR Policy.  Patents can 

be used effectively for raising 
loans from financial institutions 
and venture firms provided 
we have a robust framework 
for patent valuation and also 
reliable system for generating 
confidence in such institutions 
in new risk-taking ventures. The 
present trend in the developed 
world is that intangible assets 
constitutes around 75% of the 
total asset value. IPR is one of 
the well-established intangible 
property or assets. A close 
cooperation between banks, 
Government, industries, lawyers, 
and industry bodies is called for 
evolving systems and frameworks 
to facilitate using patents as 
collaterals. CII is working in this 
direction for a few years now.

New technologies have 
their complications in terms of 
engineering complexities, supply 
chain, regulatory framework, 
patent ownership and multiple 
jurisdictions to be handled. The 
case in question would be the 
semiconductor technologies. We 
need to have a robust framework 
for licensing of IPR, know-how 
and trade secrets for an effective 
transfer of technology.

Many efforts are on, and CII 
is taking a focused approach 
in addressing the above issues. 
The rise in the patent portfolio 
of Indian companies is a good 
omen for future industrial growth 
in the country.
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