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Please refer to your D.O. No. 1-3/2010-B&CS (Vol Ill) dated 5.8.2010
vide which recommendations of the Authority on ‘Implementation of Digital
Addressable Cable Systems in India”have been forwarded to the Ministry.

2.

The recommendations have since been considered in the Ministry. While

the Ministry is in agreement with the rest of the recommendations contained
therein and the staggered approach, the time schedule for digitalization seems
to be too aggressive keeping in view the enormity of the task and also based on
the feed back received from the industry mainly for the following reasons:

(1)

(if)

(iii)

Unlike CAS where free-to-air channels were required to be made
available in analog format, in the instant case all channels will have to
be provided through STBs. This would require a large volume of Set
Top Boxes about 70-75 million which may not be available.
Indigenous manufacturing industry for STBs and other equipments
will aiso need sufficient time to gear up investments and
manufacturing capacity to meet this demand.

MSOs/ Cable operators nead sufficient time to upgrade their set up

and arrange investors for converting their Headend and network to
cater to digital addressable systems

3. In the Ministry's view, the following could be a feasible time frame to .
enable the industry to gear up to meet the challenge:
| Phase Area suggested by | Time frame | Ministry's
TRAI recommended by | proposal
TRAI '
Phase-| Four Metros of Delhi, | 31% March, 2011 [ 31%March, 2012
Mumbai, Kolkata and i
Chennai.
Phase-lI Cities with a population | 313" = . December, | 31¥ March. 2013
more than one million. | 2011
Phase-lli All urban areas'| 31%  December, | 30" November,
(Municipal Corp./ | 2012 2014
Municipalities)
Phase-1V Rest of India | 31%  December, | 31" March, 2015
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4. In the light of the above, the Authority may kindly furnish their further
recommendations on the above in accordance with the provisions of section
11(1) of the TRAI Act. 1997 so as to enable us to seek the approval of the

Cabinet in the matter.
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Yours sincerely,
_.—-—'—'-_'_'_-
(Raghu Menon)

Dr. J. S. Sarma

Chairman,

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
Mahanagar Doorsanchar Bhawan
Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg

New Delhi-110002



