
No. M-11018/46/2023-DO(FC) 
Government of India 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
‘A’ Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001 

Dated: 7 August, 2024 
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Exemptions from certification process for film festivals — regarding. 

Reference: (1) Policy for certification of films for film festivals issued vide 
Ministry’s Office Memorandum No. 808/5/2004-F(C) (Pt) dated 17.01.2006. 

(2) Additional Guidelines for certification of films for film festivals issued vide 
Ministry's Office Memorandum M-11018/46/2023-DO(FC) dated 01.05.2023. 

| am directed to refer to the detailed exemption policy guidelines issued by this 
Ministry under the reference above (copy enclosed) regarding the exemption of 
both Indian and foreign films from the certification process for exhibition in non- 
commercial film festivals, where viewership is confined to delegates. 

2. Attention is drawn to paragraph 3, point 3 of the Office Memorandum No. 
808/5/2004-F(C) dated 17.01.2006 issued by this Ministry regarding the 
composition of the Preview Committee, as per which the committee should 
comprise persons who are related to the film industry or are critics/writers 
connected with film. In this regard, the following additional guideline is hereby 
notified, effective immediately for compliance: 

“There should be at least three (03) preview committee members and all 
members should be independent of the entity organizing such 
screenings." 

3. Accordingly, the Festival Director shall enclose a certificate to the effect that 
the preview committee members are independent of the entity organizing such 

screenings (as per Annexure 6). 

Encl: As Above 

(Santosh eine Mau ¥e) Ly 
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India 

Tel. 23382487 

To 

All Film Festival Organizers/Authorities/Individuals/Entities, etc. 



Annexure-6 

CERTIFICATE 

I/We hereby certify that the preview committee members are independent of the 
organization/entity making the application. 

Signature 
(Name & Designation of the festival director/organizer) 
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F.NO. aO?t s/ 2OO4-F(C)(Pr)
GOVERNTiENT OF INDIA

MrrursrRyoF-rnlro-ir,iArionhn-;-;ibADcAsrrlc
'ii'Wingr Shastrl Bhavann New Delhi-l!.O O0l.

Dated: 17h January , 2006

gFFrcE,uEilgRANpuq

'J,
Subject: Policy for certification oifilms torftlm festivals.

and viewershlp is confined to delegates (definition of
delegates would include fitmmakers, m€dia students,
crltics, film theorists, film lovers and all th'dse assoiiated
with the production and business of filrn and nnembers of
the preis duly registered with the festival authorities as
well as its jury$on the Government would grant exempilon
for both Indiall$ihd fiorerg$ fitms. Howevei tne exembtton
would be sublect to fulflllhent of the conditions prescribed
in t:ara 3 below.

Thr request for exempHon from the process of certification
wii' be disposed of withjn 15 Cays from the date of receipt
of :he proposal complete in , ll iespects fronr.the Dlrect6r
of .:rre Festlval.

:..ii..'

(ii)
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(ili) In exceptional cases, the Ministry oi I&B will have the
powers to rejgct, for reasons to.be recorded in writingn the
reguest for exernptlon to any fllm(s) if, in its opinion, it
would implnge on the security or inFegrity of the country or
affect law and order or affect relations with other
countries.

(lv) In case of reJection, the tiirector of the FesHval shalf have
the optloir to appeat to the next hlgher authority in the
Minlstry of I&B i.e., the Additional Secretary/Secretary; as
the case may be, who shall dispose of Sfe appeal within
tr5 days ffonn the date of receipt in the Mlnistry.

(vi)

t.
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:
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4. The above rnehtloned guidellnes may alsq.be accessed
through thi5 Minlstry's website www.mib.nic.in r' .

DTRECTOR (FItilS)
TELE:2338 65 36

Copy to:
'1. Chaiiperson, Central Board

Walkeshwar Road, Mumbai.
of Filrn Certification, 91-E,



L.:

2. All Reglonal Officers/Additional Regionai OtRcers of CBFC.

3, l"he Chief producer, . Films Division, 24, Dr.G,Deshmukh
Marg, Mtrmbai-4}O 026. : '

4. pirect3r, lglionrl Fitm Archive oi India, Law C.gltege Road,Pune-4l1 004.

5' Director' Dtrectorate of Firm Festivars, sirifort Audltorrurn
Complex, August Kranti Marg, wew oetirt_f,fOO+b. 

-.-'--- :-"'

6. CEO; Childrent Film Soctety, Indla, Z4-peddar
Mumbai - 4Ao 026.

V. CEOi !,rasar Bharati, pTI Bultding, niew Delhi. .

Road,

9.

1n
:i

$

8, 
_Dir€Stgr, Film & Televlsion InsUtute of Indla, Law Coltege -

Road, Pune-411 004. '*t-r'r

Pjlp$g1 S"tyajlt Ray_Fitm & Teievislon rrisHrute,
E.M.Byepass Road, .p.O.panchasayar, 

Kolkbta_700094.''. 
..Ji

J:::glXg_ p.lT*o., Nationai',Fitm Dsvetopment
:9I?^".j!_""1 ?sgqvg.ry of rnd la Buitdln g, Nehru'Centre, Dr:.Anffe besant Road, Worll,. Mumbai. .. .:.i.

4:!

j,,,,r_. Fj.ng Paui Venugopal, Deputy birectoi",, Kerala Statei-natachitfa .Academv, Manibhavan,. sasthamangalam
Junction, Thlruvananthapuram -,695 010. , . ^.' .. -\

_lh1-erun^Bhattacharya, prlncipal Secretary to the Chlef
x:::::i__l -principat secretary; r&cA Depirrment,
bovernmenr of west gengal,. Deparrnren! or, tn'formatibri
and cutture Affatrs, writers; Cirruils; i;k;_;06' bt i''""''

13. Shri Kiran V.Shantaram. Chairman, MlC.. Rsian .Film .

Foundatton, 1/.18, Broadway Shoppind C;t;e,'d;Hr. TI.

- . 
t"tumbal-aooffi qt". . 

.14. l/s. flird Eye 3, nsta't film Festival, .prabhat, 
ShardaCinenra Building, Dadar, Mumbai_+OO 0ti.

i5. lT: Supr-an Sen, Vice Fresident, FoundaHon for promoHon
of Fiim Arts and.Crafts, B29, Adarstl Ni;;; N;;; ifii;ioa-;Andheri (W), Mumbaf-400 012.

I
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16.

1-'

.::4;: a
Shri Vidyun Singh, Director (programmes), Habltat World,

India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Roadf New Detiii_110 003.

Shri Kiran Shanfaram; Hony" secretary, Mumabi Acaderny
of the fr4ovlng Image, Rajkamal Studios, SS Rao Road,
Parei, Mumbai-400 0LZ.

18. 1vls. Indu Shrlkent; ACE &'Osianrs Clnefan (Soclety for Art,
Cr,ilture and educaflon) 42 Gotf Links', New Oetni_f i.O OOj" '

19, Ms Jayshree Raveendran, ExeCutive Directtr, Mls. Abillty
FoUndatio_n,,22, ,Fourth. Main Road, Gandhi f,iagir, AAyai'
Chennai-500 020.

V4, Park Street Floor S,

J:: fl iL: 51rogffi ireaor*Operations, M,/s. Brea kthroug h,c-3/t s, Safdarju ng Devetoflhpnt Rrea,' lvew'nlihi_ 1 I 001 6.

FederaUon of Film Soci_eties qf India, C/o prabhat ChitraMandal, Sharda Cinema euif Oing, i;t l1'6%;;;;;'ffi H;400 014.

F

26.

27.

28.



tt 
*jfrrfiffi'fH3i.* rndia, B-3. Everest. Buitdins, rardeo,

^f]i11_{,Television 
producers, Guitd of India Limited, cjl,Morya House, veera rngu.s_rlial *dr.;,Girfiu;u Ltnk Road,Andhert (West), Mumbat-400 053. ,.

fll,luly Mehrotra, M_anaging Trustee, public service
'roadcasting 

Trust, 4'86 Niiariuooin-eist, niew oerhi-lrO

?n

?"t

,t :.,

a4

,{

t

36. Direc{o.1, Kala Ghoda
Cine Fuilding, Z.A.'Dr.
400 01.1.

3J. 5h Rahut Roy, Fitms
New Delhl. ,

Copy also to:' .

1. PS to MIB&PA

: ll.h S9lltonat secrerary, Min. of r&BJ. pS to Js(films), Min. of ItiB. -' '*"

l*s rdstiv-al, nrruo.iog-zr rl, ram<iG
E. Mosses Road, Mahalaxrnl, ilulu;ts1:l

d1 f.redclom, A,19 .Gulmohar tark.

\..

'"rli.



No. M-11018/46/2023-DO(FC) 

Government of India 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 

‘A’ Wing, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi-110 001 
KEKK 

New Delhi, 01'° May, 2023 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Request for exemptions from certification process for film festivals — regarding. 

Reference: Policy for certification of films for film festivals issued vide Ministry’s Office 

Memorandum (OM) No. 808/5/2004-F(C) (Pt) dated 17.01.2006 

I am directed to refer to the detailed policy vide this Ministry’s O.M. under reference, for 

granting exemption to both Indian and foreign films from the process of certification for 

exhibition in film festivals which are non-commercial in nature and viewership is confined to 

delegates’ 

2. The request for exemption from the process of certification are to be disposed of within 

15 days from the date of receipt of the proposal complete in all respects from the Director of 

the Festival. However, there are difficulties in the scrutiny of the requests, which have 

incomplete/improper documents or have inadequate time left for processing and even some 

applications with scanned/forged signatures have also been detected. 

3. Therefore, in order to streamline the processing of requests for exemption from the 

process of certification for films, the film festival organizers/authorities/individuals/entities, 

etc., the following additional guidelines are notified in continuation to the ibid O.M. with 

immediate effect for compliance: 

i. Festival Directors may apply timely so as to enable proper scrutiny and completion 

of documents in case of any deficiencies. Application may be preferably be sent 

one month in advance, but at least 15 days prior to the event as has been prescribed 

in para 2(11) of ibid O.M. Advance copy may also be sent through email on 

jsfilms.inb@nic.in. 

ii. Festival Directors may provide appropriate & complete documents as has been 

prescribed in para 3 of ibid O.M. All documents shall be duly signed by the 

Director/Organizer of the Festival on each page. For the purpose of uniformity, the 

formats for the application & its documents are being enclosed as Appendix. 

iii. An application with scanned signature(s) pasted on the original documents will not 

be accepted and the application would be treated as ineligible in limine. 

iv. Self-attested copy of PAN Card or Aadhar Card or any other ID Card of the Festival 

Director & the members of the Preview Committee shall be sent along with the 

application for verification of ID & signature. ‘ 

—_vergclot ‘ ng anes : . ZAHID ° 
OV 5: 9022, — witra/Under Secretary 

— WHIe, Hae * way 
Min. of information & Broadcasting 

wre weere, we fee 
pe ae See aN ee pee ee ee 



vy. Brief Bio-data of each Preview Committee member shall be provided as has been 

prescribed in 3(iii) of ibid O.M. 

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority ,» ———_—— 0 
A 

OI 05-2028 
(Md Zahid Sharif) 

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India 
Tel. 23382487 

ler (MD. Zar wre) 
; eet2/Under Uist 

. . . aie os apie in. infor, 
All Film Festival Organizers/Authorities/Individuals/Entities, etc. ~": “information a pros colle 

Govt. of india, New Beini



Appendix 

Format for Exemption of Films 

To 

The Joint Secretary (Films) 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

Government of India 

Room No. 649-A, 6" Floor, ‘A’ Wing, Shastri Bhawan, 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi — 110001 

Subject: Request for exemption from the provisions relating to Certification of Films for (Name 
of the Festival) from (Period of the Festival) at (Venue of the Festival) organized by (Name of 
the Organization)-Reg. 

Sir, 

(Name of the Organization) is organizing a (Name of the Festival) from (Period of the 

Festival) at (Venue of the Festival) in which (No. of films) will be screened that are not certified 

by the Central Board of Film Certification. There is No Sale of Tickets. The exhibition of the films 
will be limited to delegates (details, if any) duly registered with us. 

Zs We enclose the following documents for your kind information: 

(i) List of films to be screened in the festival that are to be exempted from certification by the 
Central Board of Film Certification (as per Annexure-1) 

(ii) Synopses of the films (as per Annexure-2) 
(111) Composition of the Preview Committee (as per Annexure-3) 
(iv) Preview Committee Report (as per Annexure-4) 

(v) Certificate/Declaration from the Festival Director to the effect that the screening will be 

non-commercial and limited to delegates (as per Annexure-5) 

3. Accordingly, it is requested to grant exemption from the provisions of certification in 

respect of the said films. 

Yours faithfully, 

Signature 

(Name & Designation of the festival director)



LIST OF FILMS TO BE SCREENED IN THE FILM FESTIVAL 

Annexure-1 

SL. Title of Date/Year Country Category Name of (Duration 

No. movie in of Release of Origin of the of Movie 

English Certificate Director 

& in origin 
Original country 

Language 

dz 
De 

Signature 

(Name & Designation of the festival director/organizer) 



Annexure-2 

SYNOPSIS OF THE FILMS 

Title of Movie in 
SI. No. English & Original [Synopsis 

Language 

Signature 
(Name & Designation of the festival director/organizer) 



Annexure-3 

COMPOSITION OF THE PREVIEW COMMITTEE 

(should comprise persons who are related to the film industry or are critics/writers connected 

with films) 

Name of the Pusan Brief Bio 

Sl. | Preview Navionalte 7 P Film ID Copy provided | with 
No. | Committee y (PAN/Aadhar/other)* | experience 

Industry 
Member 

e 
zZ 

*_ Self — attested copy of PAN Card or Aadhaar Card or other ID Card of the Preview Committee 
shall be sent along with application for verification of ID & signature 

Signature 

(Name & Designation of the festival director/organizer) 



Annexure -4 

PREVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT 

We hereby certify that we have previewed all the films being screened at (Name of film 

festival) and recommended the same for exhibition. There is nothing of objectionable nature in 

the previewed films and are recommended for screening in the film festival. 

Signatures 

(Names of the preview committee members) 



Annexure -5 

CERTIFICATE 

I/We hereby certify that the screening of films at the (Name of the film festival) from (period of 

the film festival) would be limited to delegates duly registered with organization and the said 

film festival is non-commercial in nature. 

Signature 

(Name & Designation of the festival director/organizer) 

38 2K KOK


