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Government of India

Itlinistry of lnformation and Bfoadcasting

Slrastri Bhawan,
Rajendra Prasad Road,

New Dellri - 1 10 001

April 2, 2020

Office Memoranclum

Constltution of a Faet Check Unii in Fress Informaticn
Bu{"eau on COVID-19

It has been clecided to set up a Fact Check Uttit (FCU) in the Press

-lnforrnation Bureau (PlB) under the Ministry of Information and

Broadeasting on COVID-l9. The Unit will receive n"lessages from public at
large and send tllem response in a deflned time-frame. The official verston

of any news on COVID-19 would be nrade available by the Unit.

2. The Unit wifl be heac{eci by Shri Nitin Wakankar, Director General,
BOC ancl shall be manned by officers as per list antrexecl. The Unit shall

fLlnction 24x7 attd shall be receiving messageslclr:eties fronr plrbltc at

large on its designated enrail, whatsapp ancl twitter handles On receipt of
any qr-rerylnressage, the FCU slrall take following steps.-

(i) The query/message shotlld be irnmecliately acknowledged.

(ij) The FCU shor-rld send a reply promptly. Wlrete considet'ed
necessary, it may {orward the message/elllery lo the cotrcertred
Ministry/Department in the Central Gover'nment with ihe reqLlest

to sencl iis cornments/facts on the clttery to the FCIJ within 'l 2

hours. Thereafter, an appropriate reply/response will be seni fry
the FCU to the person fronr whom tlre messagelqttery has been

fecelved.

2. Tlre FCU sholrld be prompi in its t"esponse in r:-rder to adclress the

various queries teceived by it and shoulcl aiso ensi.tre that auihentic and

correci and Lipclatecl inforrnaiion is shared wrth people at ail tirnes

3. The PIB shall provicle all logisilcal, physical and [iirerncial resotlrces

fclr the smooth and L.rnhinclered fr.rnctioning of the LJrrit. The Unit shall be



ope!-ational frorr ioday and function till 30r" April,
extended Lry the Government.

4. The FCU shall work under the ovefall supervision
PIB.
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202.0 or such tin ; as

Principal DG,

T.No.011-23073775

(Vikram S;#a-y)
Joint Secietary to the Gor,4/of lndia

To

Shri Nitin Wakankar, Director General
All Officers concerned

Copy to:- (1) Pr DG PIB
(2) PS to HM|B
(3) Sr. PPS to Secretary, l&B
(4) Additional Secretary, l&B
(5) All Joint Secretaries in the
Broadcasting

2.

Minibtry of lnformation &



Officers assigned to the Fact Check Unit in PIB

@

F,n nex u re

$.No l{ame
1. Ms. Himani Sarad, Director, DPD

2. Mr. Sawy Hasan Khan, Assistant Editor, DPR Defence

Officers on Trainine (Assistant Directors)
3. Mr Abhishek Mishra
4. Mr. Aieet Sinqh Meena
5. Mr. Navin Sreejith UR
6. Mr. Abhinav Dwivedi
7. Ms. Aditi Agrawal
8. Mr. Ashutosh Shukla
9 \&,Ggq1qv s!rylr
10 Mr. Jairai Kishore
11 Mr. Nikhil Dubey
4' Mr. Pankai Atulkar
'1 3 Mr. Sushil Kumar
1,4 Ms. lsmeet Kaur
15 Mr. Parakhloukik Sumatilal
16 Ms. Rini Cholrdhurv
17 Mr. Kaushik
18. Mr. Kooanti Rohit
{q Mr Arun KLrmar Sinqh
2A Ms. Ekta Khatri
21 Mr. Kshitii Sincrha
22 Mr. Pratibh Sirowa


