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Prime Minister's
Address

My dear countrymen, Namaskar

Welcome to the 110*" episode
of ‘Mann ki Baat'. As always, this
time too we have received a lot
of your suggestions, inputs and
comments. And like always, this
time as well, selecting topics
to be included in the episode,
is a challenge. | have received
many an input, one better than
the other, full of positivity. These
comprise due mention of many
countrymen who are striving
to improve the lives of others
by becoming a ray of hope for
them.

Friends, just after a few
days on the 8™ of March, we will
celebrate 'Women's Day'. This
special day is an opportunity to
salute the contribution of woman
power in the developmental
journey of the country. Mahakavi
Bharatiyar ji has said that the
world will prosper only when

women get equal opportunities.
Today the woman power of
India is touching new heights
of progress in every field. Who
would have thought till a few
years ago that in our country,
women living in villages too
would fly drones? But today this
is becoming possible. Today
there is so much discussion
about Drone Didi in every
village.. “Namo Drone Didi,
Namo Drone Didi”, adorns
everyone's lips. Everyone is
talking about them. A big
curiosity has arisen and that is
why, | also thought that this time
in 'Mann Ki Baat', why not talk to
a NaMo Drone Didi! Namo Drone
Didi Sunita ji, who's from Sitapur,
Uttar Pradesh, is at the moment
connected with us. Let's speak to
her.




Call-1.

Modi ji: Sunita Devi ji,
Namaskar.

Sunita Devi: Namaste Sir.

Modi ji: Okay Sunita ji, at the
outset, | wish to know about you;
I want to know about your family.
Tell me a bit.

Sunita Devi: Sir, there are two
children in our family, I'm there,
husband is there; my mother is
there.

Modi jii What has your
education been Sunita ji?

Sunita Devi: Sir, it is BA
(Final).

Modi ji: And what is the
nature of work in the household?

Sunita Devi: Work related to
agriculture, farming etc.

Modi ji: Okay Sunita ji, how
did your journey of becoming
a Drone Didi start? Where did
you get the training, what kind
of changes took place; | want to
know, right from the beginning.

Sunita Devi: Ji Sir, the
training was done in our Phulpur
IFFCO company in Allahabad...

and we got training there itself.

Modi ji: So till then had you
ever heard about drones?

Sunita Devi: Sir, | had not
heard about that.. though we
had seen once, at the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra in Sitapur.. we
had seen it there... for the first
time we had seen a drone there.

Modi ji: Sunita ji, | want to
understand that right since you
went there on the first day.

Modi ji: You must have been
shown a drone on the first day..
then something must have been
taught to you on the board;
taught on paper, then taken to
the field for practice.. what all
must have happened! Can you
explain to me with complete
description?

Sunita Devi: Ji-Ji Sir. On the
first day sir we all went there... our
training started from the second
day. First, the theory was taught
and then the class went on for
two days. In the class, what are
the parts of a drone, how and
what you have to do - all these

things were taught in theory.
On the third day, sir, we had our
paper.. after that sir, there was
a paper also on the computer..
meaning, first the class was
conducted and then the test
was taken. Then practical was
conducted, that is, how to fly
the drone, how to handle the
controls, everything was taught
in practical mode.

Modi jii Then what work
would the drone do, how was
that taught?

Sunita Devi: Sir, the drone
will work, when the crop is
growing. During the rainy season
or anything like that...

Sunita Devi: Well, there
is a problem during the rains
and we are not able to enter
the fields to harvest the crops,
so how will the farm hands go
inside! Then through this, the
farmers will benefit a lot and
they will not even have to enter
the fields. We can do the work

done by labourers using our

drone, we can do our work by
standing on the farm boundary,
we will have to be careful if there
are any insects inside the field,
there won't be any problem and
the farmers are also feeling very
good. Sir, we have sprayed over
35 acres so far.

Modi ji: So do farmers also
understand that it has benefits?

Sunita Devi: Yes Sir, the
farmers feel very satisfied... they
are saying that they are feeling
very good. Time is also saved,
you look after all the facilities
yourself.. water, medicine,
everything is kept together and
we just have to come to the
farm and note from where to
where the farm is... and | finish
the entire work within half an
hour.

Modi ji: So other people
would also be coming over to
see this drone?

Sunita Devi: Sir, there is a
huge crowd... many people come
to see the drone. Those who are



big farmers, they also take our
number, saying that we would
also be called for spraying.

Modi ji: Okay. Because | have
a mission to make Lakhpati Didl...
if sisters across the country are
listening today, a Drone Didi is
talking to me for the first time.
What would you like to say?

Sunita Devi: Just like
today I am the only Drone
Didi, thousands of such sisters
should come forward to
become Drone Didi like me and
1 will be very happy that when |
am alone, thousands of other
people will stand with me... it
will feel very good that we're not
alone.. many people are with
me known as Drone Didis!

Modi ji: Well Sunita ji, many
congratulations to you from
my side. This Naomo Drone Didi
is becoming a great means to
modernize agriculture in the
country. My very best wishes.

Sunita Devi: Thank you,
Thank you Sir.

Modi ji: Thank you!

Friends, today there is no

region in the country where
the woman power has lagged
behind. Another darea where
women have demonstrated
their leadership abilities
is natural farming, water
conservation and sanitation.
The suffering, the pain and
the hardships that our mother
earth is facing due to chemicals
- the Matrishakti of the country
is playing a big role in saving
our mother earth. Women are
now extending natural farming
in every corner of the country.
Today, if so much work is being
done in the country under the
Jal Jeevan Mission’, water
committees have had a big
role to play in it. The leadership
of these water committees lies
only with women. Apart from
this, sisters and daughters are
making all-out efforts for water
conservation. One such lady,
Kalyani Prafulla Patil ji is on the
phone line with me. She is a
resident of Maharashtra.

Come let’'s talk to Kalyani
Prafulla Patil ji and know about
her experience.

Call 2

Prime Minister — Kalyani ji,
Namaste.

Kalyani ji — Namaste Sir Ji,
Namaste.

Prime Minister — Kalyani ji,
first of all tell us about yourself,
your family, your work.

Kalyani ji = Sir, | am M.Sc,
Microbiology and at home |
have my husband, my mother-
in-law and my two children and
I have been working in my Gram
Panchayat for three years.

Prime Minister — And then
you got engaged in farming work
in the village? Since you have
basic knowledge as well, you
have also studied in this field and
now you have joined farming, so
what all new experiments have
you conducted?

Kalyani ji - Sir, we collected
ten types of flora and we have
made an organic spray from
it, just like when we spray
pesticides etc.,,

Kalyani ji - the pests etc.
that remain in our Mitra-Keet i.e.
friendly insects are also getting
destroyed and there is pollution

of our soil which is causing
harmful effects on our body due
to the chemicals getting mixed
in the water. Accordingly, we
have used minimum pesticides.

Prime Minister — So in a way
you are moving towards natural
farming, completely!

Kalyani ji — Yes, which is our
traditional farming Sir; we did it
last year.

Prime Minister - What
experience did you have in
natural farming?

Kalyani ji — Sir, the expenses
incurred by our women were
less and the products are there,
sir, after getting that solution,
we did it without pests... because
now the evidence of cancer is
increasing in urban areas... yes,
it is there, but the evidence of
it is increasing in our villages
too, so accordingly, if you want
to protect your future family,
then it is necessary to adopt
this path. Accordingly, those
women are also displaying
active participation in it.

Prime Minister - Okay
Kalyani ji, have you also



done some work in water
conservation? What have you
done in that?

Kalyani ji - Sir, through
rainwater harvesting at
Government  buildings  like

primary school, Anganwadi, our
Gram Panchayat building.. we
have collected all the rain water
there, at one place. Sir, the rain
water that falls should percolate
into the ground through
recharge shafts.. so accordingly,
we have made 20 recharge
shafts in our village and secured
sanction for 50 recharge shafts.
Now that work is also going to
start soon.

Prime Minister — Well Kalyani
ji, it was a pleasure to talk to you.
Many best wishes to you.

Kalyani ji — Thank you sir,
thank you sir. | was also very
happy to talk to you. Meaning, |
believe that my life has become
completely meaningful.

Prime Minister — Just keep
serving!

Prime Minister - Well, your
name is Kalyani, so you have to

look after welfare. Thank you ji.
Namaskar.

Kalyani ji = Thank you sir.
Thank you.

Friends, whether it is Sunita
ji or Kalyani ji, the success of
woman power in myriad fields
is very inspiring. | once again
appreciate this spirit of our
woman power, from the core of
my heart.

My dear countrymen, today
the importance of technology
has increased manifold in the
lives of all of us. Mobile phones
and digital gadgets have
become an important part of
everyone's life. But can you
imagine that with the help of
digital gadgets, we are now
getting help in creating a
balance with wild animals!

A few days later, on the 3 of
March, it is ‘World Wildlife Day".
This day is celebrated with the
aim of spreading awareness on
the conservation of wild animals.
This year, Digital Innovation has
been kept paramount in the

7~

Technology

Protecting

Wildlife

theme of the World Wild Life
Day. You will be happy to know
that technology is being used
extensively for the conservation
of wildlife in different parts of
our country. During the last few
years, through the efforts of
the Government, the number
of tigers in the country has
increased. The number of
tigers in the Tiger Reserve of
Chandrapur, Maharashtra has
risen to more than 250.

The help of Artificial
Intelligence is being taken
to reduce conflict between
humans and tigers in
Chandrapur  district.  Here
cameras have been installed
on the border of the villages
and the forest. Whenever a tiger
comes near a village; with the
help of Al, local people get an
alert on their mobile. Today,
this system has provided a lot
of convenience to the people in
the 13 villages around this Tiger
Reserve and the tigers have
also got protection.

Friends, today young
entrepreneurs are also working
in new innovations for wildlife
conservation and eco-tourism.
In Roorkee, Uttarakhand, Rotor
Precision Group, in collaboration
with Wildlife Institute of Indiq,
has developed a drone which
is helping to keep an eye on
the crocodiles in the Ken River.
Similarly, a Bengaluru company
has prepared an app named
‘Bagheera’ and ‘Garuda’.

With the Bagheera App, the

speed of the vehicle and other
activities can be monitored
during a jungle sdfari. It is being
used in many Tiger Reserves of
the country. The Garuda App,
based on Artificial Intelligence
and Internet of Things, starts
providing real time alerts on
connecting it to any CCTV.

With every such effort
towards conservation of wildlife,
the biodiversity of our country is
becoming richer.

Friends, in India harmony
with nature has been an integral
part of our culture. We have been
living with a spirit of coexistence
with nature and wildlife for
thousands of years. If youever go
to the Melghat Tiger Reserve in
Maharashtra, you will be able to
experience it for yourself. Tribal
families living in Khatkali village



near this Tiger Reserve have
converted their houses into
home stays with the help of the
Government. This is becoming a
big source of income for them.
Prakash Jamkar ji of Korku tribe,
living in the same village, has
built a seven-room home stay
on his two hectare land. His
family makes arrangements for
food and drink for the tourists
staying at his place. Along with
medicinal plants, he has also
planted mango and coffee trees
around his house. This has not
only increased the attraction of
tourists; it has also created new
employment opportunities for
other people.

My dear countrymen, when
we talk about animal husbandry,
we often stop at cows and
buffaloes only. But the goat is
also an important animal, which
is not discussed much.

Many people in different
areas of the country are also
associated with goat rearing. In
Kalahandi, Odisha, goat rearing

is becoming a major means
of improving the livelihood of
the village people as well as
their standard of living. Behind
this effort is a major decision
of Jayanti Mahapatra ji and
her husband Biren Sahu ji. Both
of them were management
professionals in Bengaluru, but
they decided to take a break and
come to Salebhata village of
Kalahandi. These people wanted
to do something that would solve
the problems of the villagers here
and simultaneously empower
them. With this thinking full of
service and dedication, they
established  Manikstu  Agro
and started working with the
farmers. Jayanti ji and Biren ji
have also opened an interesting
Manikstu Goat Bank here. They
are promoting goat rearing at
the community level. There are
about dozens of goats at their
Goat Farm.

Manikstu Goat Bank has set
up a complete system for the
farmers. Through this, farmers
are given two goats for 24

months. Goats give birth to 9 to
10 kids in 2 years, out of which
6 kids are kept by the bank,
the rest are given to the same
family which rears goats. Not
only that, necessary services
are also provided for the care of
goats.

Today more than 1000
farmers from 50 villages are
associated with this couple. With
their help, the village people are
moving towards self-reliance in
the field of animal husbandry.

| feel very happy to see
that successful professionals in
various fields are adopting novel
methods to make small farmers
empowered and self-reliant.
Their efforts are going to inspire
everyone.

My dear countrymen, the
essence of the teachings of our
culture is — ‘Parmarth Paramo

Dharmah’ i.e. helping others is
the highest duty. Following this
sentiment, countless people in
our country dedicate their lives
to serving others selflessly. One
such person is - Bhim Singh
Bhavesh ji of Bhojpur in Bihar.
There is a lot of buzz about his
work among the people of the
Musahar caste of his region.
That's why | thought why not
talk to you about him as well
today! Musahar has been a very
deprived community in Bihar;
a very poor community. Bhim
Singh Bhavesh ji has focused
on the education of the children
of this community, so that their
future could be bright. He has
enrolled about 8 thousand
children of Musahar caste in
school. He has also built a big
library, through which children
are getting better facilities for
education.
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Bhim Singh ji also helps his
community members in making
necessary documents and filling
up their forms. This has further
improved the village people's
access to essential resources.
To improve the health of the
people, he has organised more
than 100 medical camps. When
the terrible Corona crisis was
looming large, Bhim Singh ji
encouraged the people in his
area to get vaccinated.

There are many people
like Bhim Singh Bhavesh ji in
different parts of the country,
who are engaged in many such
noble endeavours in the society.
If we perform our duties as a
responsible citizen, it will prove
to be very helpful in building a
strong nation.

My dear countrymen,
the beauty of India lies in her
diversity and alsoin the different
hues of our culture. | feel good
to see how many people are
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selflessly making efforts to
preserve and beautify Indian
culture. You will find such people
in every part of India. Among
these, a large number are also
those who are working in the
field of language. Mohammad
Manshah ji of Ganderbal in
Jammu and Kashmir has been
engaged in efforts to preserve
the Gojri language for the last
three decades.

He comes from the Gujjar
Bakarwal community which
is a tribal community. In his
childhood he had to work hard
to study, he used to cover a
distance of 20 kilometers on
foot every day. Amidst such
challenges, he obtained a
Masters degree and it was only
then that his resolve to preserve
his language became stronger.

The scope of Manshah ji's
work in the field of literature is
so extensive that it has been
conserved in about 50 volumes.
These also include poems and

folk songs. He has translated
many books into Gojri language.
Friends, Banwang Losu ji
of Tirap in Arunachal Pradesh
is a teacher. He has made an
important contribution in the
spread of Wancho language.

This language is spoken in
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland
and some parts of Assam. He
has undertaken the task of
setting up a language school. A
script of Wancho language has
also been prepared. He is also
teaching Wancho language to
the coming generations so that
it can be saved from extinction.
Friends, there are many
people in our country who are
engaged in preserving their
culture and language through
songs and dances. The life of
Venkappa Ambaji Sugetkar of
Karnataka, is also very inspiring
inthisregard. Sugatkar ji, resident
of Bagalkot here, is a folk singer.
He has sung more than 1000
Gondhali songs and has also
widely propagated stories in this

language. He has also imparted
training to hundreds of students
without charging any fees. There
is no dearth of such people full
of zeal and enthusiasm in Indiq,
who are continuously enriching
our culture. You too take
inspiration from them; try to do
something of your own. You will
feel immense satisfaction.

My dear countrymen, two
days ago | was in Varanasi and
there | saw a wonderful photo
exhibition. The moments that the
youth of Kashi and surrounding
areas have captured on camera
are amazing. There are many
photographs in it which were
taken with a mobile camera.
Indeed, today anyone who has
a mobile has become a content
creator. Social media has also
helped a lot in showcasing
people’s skills and talents. Our
young friends in India are doing
wonders in the field of content
creation.

No matter what social
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definitely find our* young
friends sharing varied content
on different topics. Be it
tourism, soclal cause, public
partICIpatlon or an inspiring

- life ]out%y, various types of

content r ated to these are
available on social media. The
voice of the youth of the country
who are creating content has
become very effective today. To
honour their talent, the National
Creators Award has been
started in the country. Under
this, preparations are being
made to honour those change
makers in different categories
who are usmg technology to

mbecome‘-’ “effective voices of

social éﬂ%ﬁ‘gﬁ' This contest is

running on MyGov and | would

urge content creators to join it.

If you also know such interesting

~content creators, then definitely

nominate them for the National
Creators Award.

My dear countrymen, | am
happy that just a few days ago
the Election Commission has

atform it 'is, you will
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started another campcugn =
‘Mera Pehla Vote — Desh Ke Liye'.
Through this, first tlrr\e voters
have been especmlly requested
to vote in maximum numbers.
India is proud of its youth power,
full of enthusiasm and energy.
The more our youth participate
in the electoral process, the
more beneficial its results will
be for the country.

1 would also urge first time
voterstovotein record-numbers,z
On turning 18, y! ettlng a
chance to elect a member for
the 18™ Lok Sabha. That means
this 18* Lok Sabha will also be
a symbol of youth aspiration.
That is why, the importance
of your vote has risen further.
Amidst this hustle and bustle of
the general elections, you, the
youth, should not only be a part
of political activities but also
remain aware of the discussions
and debates during this period.
And do remember - ‘My first
vote — for the-ooum#b‘l would
also urge the influencers of
the country, whether they are
from the sports world, film
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industry, literature world, other
professionals or our Instagram
and YouTube influencers, they
too should actively participate
in this campaign and motivate
our first time voters.

Friends, that's all with me in
this episode of 'Mann Ki Baat.
The atmosphere of Lok Sabha
elections is all pervasive in the
country and as happened last
time, there is a possibility that
the code of conduct might
also be in place in the month
of March. It is a huge success
of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ that in the last
110 episodes, we have kept it
away from even the shadow
of the Government. In ‘Mann Ki
Baat, there is mention of the
collective power of the country;
there is talk of the achievements
of the country. In a way, this is

a programme prepared by the
people, for the people, through
the people. But still, adhering to
political decorum, 'Mann Ki Baat’
will not be broadcast for the next

three monthsin these days of Lok
Sabha elections. Next when we
will interact with you in ‘Mann Ki
Baat, it will be the 111" episode of

‘Mann Ki Baat'. Next time ‘Mann Ki
Baat starting with the auspicious
number 111.. what could be better
than that! But, friends, you have
to keep performing one task for
me. Even though ‘Mann Ki Baat’
is undergoing a break for three
months, the achievements of
the country will not stop even for
a while, therefore, keep posting
the achievements of the society
and the country on social media
with the hashtag ‘Mann Ki
Baat’. Some time ago a young
person had offered me a good
suggestion. The suggestion is to
share short videos in the form
of YouTube Shorts from earlier
episodes of 'Mann Ki Baat' so
far. Therefore, | would urge the
listeners of ‘Mann Ki Baat’' to
share such shorts extensively.
Friends, the next time | converse
with you, | will meet you with new
energy and new information.

Take care of yourself, thank
you very much.

Namaskar.

Scan the QR code to
listen to 'Mann ki Baat'.
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The Backbone of Indian Fields

“ Today the woman power of
India is touching new heights
of progress in every field. Who
would have thought till a few
years ago that in our country,
women living in villages too
would fly drones? But today
this is becoming possible.

-Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in 'Mann ki Baat’ address)

“Today, because of the Prime
Minister, | am known as NaMo
Drone Didi. When | started
training to fly drones, | was

quite nervous, but now | fly

drones without any fear or
hesitation.”

-Drone Pilot Sunita

Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh
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Women in Agriculture

India's agricultural sector
thrives on a silent force - its
rural women. They are the hands
that sow, weed, and harvest, the
minds that manage livestock
and resources, and the engines
driving food security for a nation
of almost 1.4 billion.

Rural women are
torchbearers for social,
economic and environment
transformation for the ‘New
India’.  In India, agriculture
employs about 80 percent of
rural women. Empowering and
mainstreaming rural women
workforce in agriculture can
bring a paradigm shift towards
economic growth. It will enhance
food and nutrition security and
alleviate poverty and hunger. It's
a win-win strategy for achieving
Sustainable Development Goals
by 2030.

The Government of India is
promoting natural farming since
2019-20 under Bharatiya Prakritik
Krishi Paddhati (BPKP), a sub
scheme of Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana (PKVY). Keeping in
view of the strength of Natural
Farming and the success
achieved in some states, BPKP
is being up-scaled in Mission

Mode as a separate scheme
as “National Mission on Natural
Farming” (NMNF). To address
the gender gap in agricultural
extension services, under
“Support to State Extension
Programmes  for  Extension
Reforms”  popularly  known
as  Agriculture  Technology
Management Agency (ATMA), a
centrally sponsored scheme has
made adequate provisions for
women in farming.

The Gender Coordinator
under ATMA functions to
safeguard the interest of women
farmers by ensuring flow of
benefits under all schemes
to women farmers along

with  collection  of
gender dis-
aggregated
data, and
conducting
studies and
action research in critical thrust

areas and moting farm

women’s food security groups
and prepare training module
so as to ensure household food
security. They also document the
best practices/ Success Stories/
Participatory Material Production
related to women in agriculture
as well as prioritisation and
addressing farm women’s needs
and requirements in agriculture
and all allied sectors. Women
are also considered to serve
as ‘farmer friend’ in the villages
to support innovative activities
under ATMA. Under the Central
Sector Scheme of Agri. Clinics
and Agri. Business Centres
(AC&ABC) of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, women beneficiaries
are receiving 44 percent as
subsidy.

Women undoubtedly play
a crucial role in agriculture in
India. The Prime Minister's ‘Mann
ki Baat' address highlighted this
by mentioning the "Drone Didi"




programme. This initiative aims
to empower 15000 women self-
help groups by training them to
operate drones for agricultural
purposes. These 'Drone Didis"
will then be able to offer drone
services to farmers, potentially
improving efficiency and
reducing health risks associated
with spraying fertilizers. The
programme acknowledges
the existing contributions of
women in agriculture and seeks
to further equip them with
new technologies. Women's
agricultural contributions
extend beyond the "Drone Didi"
programme.

Across India, women are
emerging as powerful advocates
for  a more  sustainable
agricultural  landscape. They
are championing natural
farming practices, prioritizing
water conservation, and
leading cleanliness initiatives
in rural communities. Women
are embracing organic and
biodynamic  methods. They
are reviving traditional seed
varieties, composting kitchen
waste, and utilizing natural pest
control techniques. This shift
towards natural farming not
only promotes healthier food
production but also protects soil
health and biodiversity. There
are several states practicing
Natural  Farming. Prominent
among them are Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Keralg,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
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Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.

Water is intrinsically linked
to our life, livelihood, and
economy and is at the core of
development across sectors and
women are disproportionately
impacted both by water
scarcity and the lack of safe
drinking water, increasing
the wvulnerability associated
with persistent poverty at the
forefront of conservation efforts.
Therefore, women are adopting
drip irrigation techniques,
rainwater harvesting methods,
and promoting water-efficient
crops. Water women champions,
a compendium of 41 women
stewards from the grassroots
have set examples of ground
breaking initiatives like pond-
based livelihood programme,
mobilizing villages to develop
soak pits, leading water quality
testing, formed Women Water
User Groups (WWUGS) for water
management and leadership,
awareness work on water
sanitation and hygiene in the

village and school and much
more. These practices not only
optimize water usage but also
empower women with greater
control over this vital resource.

Cleanliness is another area
where women are making
significant strides. They are
spearheading initiatives  to
improve sanitation in  rural
areas,  promoting  hygiene
practices, and advocating for
waste management solutions.
These efforts not only create a
healthier environment but also
improve public health outcomes,
particularly for women and
children.

Championing a more
sustainable future for Indian
agriculture, women are

embracing natural  farming
methods that protect soil and
biodiversity  and

adopting

water-saving techniques they
are leading the charge towards
environmental consciousness.
Their leadership in cleanliness
initiatives further demonstrates
their commitment to creating
a healthier future for their
communities. The story of Indian
women in agriculture is one
of dedication, innovation, and
resilience. They are not just tilling
the land; they are tilling the path
towards a more equitable and
environmentally sound food
system. By amplifying their
voices, providing them with the
right resources, and celebrating
their successes, India can ensure
that these women continue to
be the driving force behind a
flourishing agricultural sector.




Namo Drone
Didi : Winging
A New Future

The Namo Drone Didi scheme trains rural women
to become drone pilots to assist in tasks such as
crop monitoring, spraying fertilisers and sowing
seeds. This will also provide additional income
opportunities for many women. Drones have been
distributed to about 1,000 Namo Drone Didis from
across the nation, who demonstrated their skills
simultaneously from 10 different locations. Our
Doordarshan team talked to Mrs. Sunita from
Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh, who is one such drone pilot.

I express my gratitude towards the
Honourable Prime Minister for interacting
with me and for this initiative. Because of
him, today, I am known as Namo Drone Didi.
Everyone in Sitapur now knows me by this
name. I was quite nervous when I started
the training on drones. Now, I fly the drone
without any fear or hesitation. After taking
the training, our self-confidence and morale
has increased.

We faced many hurdles in starting the
business. In December 2021, when we got
the drone, my financial situation was not
such that I could get the engineer to open
the drone.

-,

However, people who knew me helped
and supported me to move forward. Had
it not been for their support, we would
not have been able to start the business.
Now, with the help of drones, we are
earning a stable income and along with
it, the farmers are also motivated that a
whole day's work gets done so quickly.

Under the leadership of the Honourable
Prime Minister and Drone Didi, we are
proud to have the support of 100 women
standing alongside us. Moving forward,
our aim is to see a thousand women
joining us on such occasions. Just as
we are receiving overwhelming support
today, it is our aspiration that our entire
team receives similar backing. With
continued support from various centres
across the nation, we are determined
to progress further in our mission to
develop Nano Urea. With products like
Nano DP and Sagarika, we are afforded
ample opportunities for mixing and
spraying, greatly satisfying the farmers.

Harmonious Harvests:
Exploring the Realm of Natural Farming

Natural farming, also known as sustainable or organic farming,
is a method of agricultural production that seeks to cultivate crops
and raise livestock in harmony with nature, minimising the use
of synthetic inputs such as pesticides, fertilisers, and genetically
modified organisms (GMOs). Instead, it relies on natural processes
like crop rotation, composting, and biological pest control to maintain soil fertility and
manage pests and diseases. Our Doordarshan team talked to Ms. Kalyani Prafulla Patil,
Maharashtra, one such natural farming practitioner. \




Harnessing

Technology =<0

for Wilbdlife Drone Guardiang
Conservation 7 B\ f e st e foonee:

Wildlife Institute of India has developed
drones to monitor crocodile populations
in the Ken River, aiding conservation
efforts. Our Doordarshan team talked to
The world ioined toaether in ‘ Sajid Mukhtar, Chairman, and Saad
e s WcJ)rId WiIdIifge Day on 7 : f Ibra_him, Director & Chief Operating
March 3, 2024. The day is celebrated to Sl Of. the Roter Group Pf
spread awareness of the conservation el 1 Mo Mens Soeu e,
of wild animals. The theme this year
centres around exploring digital innovation ‘ ‘
in wildlife conservation. This echoes India’s Our large-scale drone, using Artificial Intelligence (AI),
effortsinleveraginginnovative technological tracks wildlife, including alligators. We can identify whether it
solutions to safeguard its natural heritage is male or female, and how old it is. The drones can be used to
and biodiversity. In the 110t episode of ‘Mann track anything in the forest that gives off a thermal signature.
ki Baat’, Prime Minister Narendra Modi shed This drone is used not only in the Forest Department but also
light on the pivotal role of technology in wildlife by the Survey of India. We have made about 1,000 drones, out
conservation. From artificial intelligence (AI) of which Survey of India is using about 500 drones. Since it

. . is a large-scale mapping drone, it is also being used by the
to drone surveillance, cutting-edge technology . : : :
. _ Indian Army and Survey of India and for tactical mapping. The
has emerged as a game-changer in promoting

. . specialty of this drone is that it flies for 90 minutes and you can
su-sta_mable coexistence between humans and install different types of cameras in it so that 3D mapping can
wildlife. be done. It feels great when praise comes directly from the
Prime Minister. We feel very good when he praises the youth
- and encourages them. We get the enthusiasm to work more for

the country. , ,
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In Chandrapur, Maharashtra,
a unique solution is reducing
conflict between humans and
tigers. Al-powered cameras
have been installed at village
borders, sending real-time
alerts to mobile phones when
a tiger approaches. This has
empowered people in the 13
villages around the Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve. Through
such efforts, the number of
tigers in the reserve hasrisen to
more than 250. To know more
about this, our Doordarshan
team talked to
Kushagra Pathak, Deputy
Director (Buffer), Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve,
Chandrapur, Maharashtra.

.
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“ The AI technology that we
are using is helping us in wildlife
conservation and reducing human-
wildlife conflict. With its help, an
estimation can be made about
the tiger population. Along with
the movement of the tigers, our
cameras tell us in which direction
the tigers are. We have also installed
cameras near the water bodies where
tigers go to drink water. These create
our database. From this database, we
also get information on the time of
the day when the movement of the <88
of movement, for how long and
where they stay. This data helps
in effective decision—-making.
Cameras have been installed on the
boundaries of the villages around
the reserve to monitor human-
wildlife conflict. As soon as any
animal comes near the village . 285
border, an alert comes (! 6//
on our mobiles. Our local
teams, with the help of
villagers, stop people from going in that
direction or that area. Especially in the
buffer areas, which see tourism activities,
we have appointed local people as gypsy
drivers and guides, which is contributing to
their economic development. The Tadoba
Buffer is the best model of community led
conservation. Plans are being made to install
cameras on the borders of more villages.
So far, we have covered 13 villages. When
we cover all the villages in the future, we
will set up a control room at Chandrapur
district headquarters. On February 25, the
Prime Minister mentioned this project in
‘Mann ki Baat’ and I am thankful to him
for this. Today, our project has become
famous at the national level

and we are getting calls from

many places which will enable

the implementation of this

technology at other places as |

well. ,,

animals is maximum, their pattern ;’ /
7 ( U
i !
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The Prime Minister
also appreciated young
entrepreneurs working
on new innovations for

wildlife conservation
and eco-tourism.

The Bagheera app

promotes responsible
wildlife tourism by
monitoring vehicle
speeds and activities
during jungle safaris,
ensuring minimal
disturbance to animal
habitats. Similarly, the
Garuda app, powered
by AI and IoT, provides
real-time alerts from
connected CCTVs,
increasing overall
vigilance.

v




Sustainable Living
and Livelihoods

India has seen rapid infrastructural and industrial development, especially in
the last decade. Further, India has been progressing on the protection and
conservation front.

The latest Indian State of Forest Report 2021 puts the country’s total forest
cover at 7,13,789 square kilometres, which translates to nearly 21.71 percent
of India’s geographical area. This report also says that between 2019 and
2021, the forest cover rose by 1,540 square kilometres.

In the 110" episode of the monthly ‘Mann ki Baat’ address, Prime Minister
Modi addressed the nation, where he spoke about the principle of co-existing
with nature. He mentioned two specific instances. Let us read a bit about
these two enterprises.

HOMESTAYS AT MELGHAT TIGER RESERVE

Situated in Maharashtra, the Melghat Tiger
. Reserve, lies around 225 kilometres West of
Amravati. It is one of the largest Tiger Reserves
in India, and it was one of the nine first notified
tiger reserves in 1973, under Project Tiger. The
reserve spans over a total area of over 2,000

square kilometres.

Many villages lie within the forest area. One

450. The village was first identified along with
other rural areas, under an eco-development
programme in 1992 to deter villagers from
entering the core forest area for collecting
wood, and other non timber forest products
(NTFP). The Prime Minister mentioned this
village and the homestay businesses indulged
in by the locals there. Let us listen to one such
entrepreneur from Khatkali.

“The Forest Department officers of Melghat have been behind the
inception of the homestays. Our Prime Minister Narendra Modi mentioned
my name in 'Mann ki Baat', which infused me with even greater enthusiasm.
And because of this, I am considering other ventures. I would like to thank
the PM from the core of my heart. Today I have five employees. This will
generate local employment. The homestays have also prevented us from
foraging in the forest for wood, as the homestay incomes offset the value
of gathered forest produce.”

Prakash Jamkar, Entrepreneur, Khatkali, Melghat
Forest Reserve, Maharashtra

such village is Khatkali, with a population of

MANIKSTU GOAT BANK IN ODISHA

The Manikstu Goat Bank, situated in Kalahandiin
odishaq, is another unique initiative highlighted
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Manikstu Agro
was started in 2015 by Jayanti Mahapatra, a young
entrepreneur who was appalled by the degree of
poverty in Kalahandi. Her mission was to erecta
sustainable goat farming mechanism, as she observed
many local families rearing goats without generating
a viable income. Read on to learn the unique model of
the goat bank.

Goat Bank
g

Goat Bank lends family 2 goats for two years

U

Goats beget 9- 10 kids

U

Family keeps 2 kids, while bank acquires remaining

G

8 kids are lent further by bank to
other families and cycle continues

— ¢

I am an ex banker and I think it is more of a transaction based work that we

do with our associate farmers. The idea was how it can be integrated for the
betterment of community and society, especially the bottom of the pyramid
people whose livelihood is based on farming and agriculture. | am happy that |
am still a Banker who is also considered a farmer. I think our country requires the

young generation to think a little out of the box.

Jayanti Mahapatra, founder, Manikstu Goat Bank

Over 1000 farmers from 50 villages have been
positively impacted by this Goat Bank initiative. It
is a testament to the ingenuity of problem solving,

which will inspire the next generation of problem

AN\ ( i



Parmarth /' &ni,,,
P

Paramo 5 ah' foy
/ tron nger Soclet ,
Dharmah / y

The essence of the teachings embedded in our cultural values is beautifully encapsulated
in the phrase 'Parmarth Paramo Dharmah,' signifying that helping others is the highest
duty. This idea goes beyond personal duty; it acts as a driving force for the progress
and unity of our community.

When people selflessly help one another, it builds a caring and harmonious society.
It creates connections, bringing different people together and forming a strong and
supportive community. Individually, being kind and helping others brings a deep
sense of happiness and purpose. It encourages understanding, empathy, and a shared
commitment to everyone's well-being. Together, these actions shape a positive
environment that fosters personal growth, resilience, and a feeling of belonging.

Looking at the bigger picture, a culture of helping others has a positive domino effect.
It promotes teamwork, trust, and togetherness— the key societal elements to thrive.
Acts of kindness contribute to the overall health of the community, ensuring that
everyone is included and supported.

“Growing up in the remote
Bhim Singh Bhavesh, a dedicated social worker Rajouri District, I overcame
from Bihar, has earned praise from Prime Minister the challenges of a 4 km

Narendra Modi for his exemplary work in uplifting Eﬁktgohig;m;acmolscg%ﬂ' 171

the Musahar community. Over the past 20 years, km to higher secondary. As
Bhavesh has focused on social, economic, and a Gujjar Bakarwal, I was
educational empowerment, benefiting more than determined to  preserve
3200 individuals from the Dalit community. Despite my mother tongue, Gojri,
initial challenges, his work has gained acceptance by crafting a monolingual

in society. Bhavesh has formed a group to dictionary. I aspire to include
4 group Gojri in the 6" schedule of

communicate with the Musahar community, . L
. A the Indian Constitution for
enrollgd around 8,00Q Musahar_chﬂdr_en in schools, development & financial support.
established a large library, assisted in document Advocating its introduction in
creation, organised medical camps, and schools, I believe folk songs and
promoted COVID-19 translations will enrich the literary
] vaccinations during landscape. Embracing challenges
the pandemic. is crucial for a bright future, and I
encourage the younger generation to
contribute to Gojri literature for the
language's survival. Literature

= positive change within the
community, fostering a
& positive  transformation
through education and
awareness.

-Mohammad
Manshah (J&K)

29 Consonants:
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Banwang Losu's remarkable journey has

transformed a mere school project into a L2
groundbreaking achievement for the Wancho 0,0 B o4
language community. Over 12 years, Banwang U 2 a 13
dec.hcated himself to crafting an mdepender'lt With a glottal stop =
script to accurately represent Wancho's

linguistic nuances, a task fraught with challenges given the
inadequacy of the Roman alphabet. Through meticulous research and
collaboration, he successfully developed a script comprising 44 letters,
now recognised by the Unicode Consortium. This achievement holds
profound significance as it ensures the digital embrace of Wancho's
linguistic heritage, safeguarding it from the threat of extinction.
Through initiatives like the Wancho Literary Mission, Banwang
has not only preserved a cultural legacy but also empowered

future generations with the means to The Wancho Alphabet has 15 VOWE S
uphold their linguistic heritage. His work
’ ’ ; % ¥ 199 % Z o 3

exemplifies the importance of language

preservation in  preserving cultural b5 B A ? * e

identity and fostering wisdom, advocating
for the integration of Al-driven technologies to ensure the accessibility and m
documentation of languages for posterity. Banwang's efforts stand as a

beacon of hope, inspiring communities worldwide to cherish and protect
their linguistic diversity.
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I've been singing

folklore music since childhood, inspired

by my family who mastered this art for generations.
Despite no formal training, I learned by listening and performing in
various villages, states, and even internationally. I also sing in praise of women,
adding a unique touch to my performances. Folklore music connects people to their
culture and values, keeping traditions alive. Despite lacking formal education, my
talent helped me master thousands of folk songs, earning me awards like an honorary
doctorate and the Rajyotsava Award. My performances are known for their soulful
renditions and storytelling, captivating audiences on platforms like radio and
. national television. I'm grateful for the recognition and the opportunity to share
our folklore with people from all walks of life. It's amazing to see the younger
generation taking an interest in this art form, ensuring its legacy continues

for generations to come.

-Venkappa Ambaji Sugetkar (Karnataka)




T h e F i rSt N at io n a I The Prime Minister addressed the

event where he laid out his vision AWARD

i
for India’s upcoming role as one of A &« _
the thought leaders of the world. \20_5’:-"' I ”/'!‘“‘“M““"“L’d j"‘”—' i
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0@@ He alluded to an ascent in India’s
_— soft power. The Prime Minister said,
war “You are the digital ambassadors

of India all over the world. You are the

brand ambassadors of Vocal
find our yound

u will definitely for Local.”

ig| cause:
Be it tourism: social »
e e - The event was held at the

untry who Bharat Mandapam. The event witnessed extensive participation from the public. In
the first round itself, over 1.5 lakh nominations across 20 different categories were
received, after which there was a voting round. In the voting round, about 10 lakh
votes were cast for digital creators in various award categories. Following this, 23
winners, including three international creators, were selected and awarded.

Some of the categories for which the award was conferred, were
across twenty fields. Some of them were the Best Storyteller
Award, The Disruptor of the Year Award, Best Creator in Education
Category, and Best Creator in Gaming Category, etc.

o w ~ Spotlight on Changemakers

To put content creators on the centre stage by taking

“I create spiritual content, on the Gita, Upanishads,

cognisance and boosting the outreach of digital creators who and on other Hindu scriptures. It felt really nice that

are making impact content.

Amplify Diverse Voices

To elevate the influence of digital media in social impact by

for the first time in our country, content creators
were recognised and conferred with a dedicated

award.”
: . . . o Aridaman, Micro Creators Awardee, National Creators Award"-
creating sensations that resonate with masses in a positive ;

sense.

Connect and Collaborate

To bring together a community of creators, catalysed by
leaders and endorsed by Government on a platform to spur a
social revolution. It aims to create a national movement during
‘Amrit Kaal'.

Empower the Next Wave

|
\ The award is not just envisioned as a trophy but as an incentive

to creators to scale up their creative activities to drive positive

change, which would percolate down to the grassroots level.




The National Creators Award

Akash Tripathi
CEO, MyGov

With the aim of spotlighting
the diverse voices and talents
that are shaping India’s creative
& innovative ecosystem, and
driving positive social change,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
conferred the first ever National
Creators Award to 23 Content
Creators on the 8th March, 2024
at the Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi.

Under the aegis of MyGov
Indio, the Ilandmark event
marked a pivotal moment in
celebrating the diverse voices
and innovations of digital content
creators, contributing towards
India’s socio-cultural fabric and
economic growth.

The awards spanned over
20 categories, each representing
a facet of digital creativity and
innovation. From Best Storyteller
to Best Creator in Gaming, from
Best Health and Fitness Creator
to Best Creator in Education
Category, the accolades
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recognised excellence across
various domains, reflecting the
multifaceted nature of India's
digital landscape.

The public response to the
National Creators Award was
overwhelming, underscoring the
resonance of digital creativity
in contemporary society. With
over 157 lakh nominations and
10 lakh votes cast, these awards
captured the imagination of the
nation. In the Grand Finale, 23
winners were declared. Among
them were three international
creators. Cassandra Mae
Spittmann, a German national
who was earlier recognised
by the Prime Minister himself.
Cassandra is a  visually
challenged singer who is known
for her uncanny ability to sing
devotional songs across Indian
languages, without losing the
integrity of their pronunciation, or
dialect. She was presented with
the Best International Creator
Award.

Among the other recipients,
Keerthika Govindhasamy,
renowned for her channel
“Keerthi History," was awarded the
Best Storyteller for her insightful
narratives on Indian history. Jaya
Kishori, known as the "Meera of
Modern Times," received the Best
Creator for Social Change award
for her profound storytelling
rooted in the Bhagavad Gita
and Ramayana, inspiring
a generation to embrace
spirituality and meaningful living.

BEST CE|EBITY CEATOR
AMAN GUFTA

BEST CREATOR FOR
SOCIAL CHANGE

JAYA KISHORI

BEST STORYTELLER AWARD

KEERTHIKA GOVINDHASAMY

DISRUPTOR OF THE

RANVEER ALLAHBADIA

ERTAGE PASHIGNISON AWAND

BEST CREATIVE CREATOR
FEMALE

SHRADDHA

The notable aspect of the
National Creators Award was
their inclusivity, transcending
socio-cultural and economic
barriers to recognize grassroots
talent. By amplifying regional
voices and celebrating diversity,
these awards fostered a sense of
validation and worthiness among
creators across the nation. This
recognition not only incentivized
content creation but also
propelled meaningful discourse
accessible to the masses.

The significance of these
awards was underscored by
the staggering scale of India's
digital revolution. With over 1.2
billion mobile phone users and
600 million smartphone users
by late 2022, India emerged as
a global powerhouse of digital
connectivity. The proliferation
of technology and social
media platforms democratised

(HEST MAND CRIATOR
PIYUSH PURGHIT
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BEET INTERNATIONAL CREATOR
DREW HICKS

SWACHHATA AMBASIADOR S SREATOH
AT

MALHAR KALAMBE | amioaman |

GHEEN CHAMIICH AWARD BEST CREATOR iN
FOOD CATEGCRY
PANKT) PAHDEY
KABITA SINGH

TECH CREATOR NEW BESTINTERMATIONAL CREATOR

cxtm DRy

information dissemination,
empowering individuals from all
walks of life to share their stories
and ideas with the world.

The inaugural  National
Creators Award marks a huge
shift in how India’s creator
community will be perceived
henceforth. By honoring
creativity, innovation, and social
impact, these awards serve as
both a source of inspiration and
a goal for creators to aspire to.

India now stands as the
sole country globally to officially
recognise the voices and
perspectives that enrich the
digital landscape on a national
scale. Its journey to capture the
global narrative through the
universal World Wide Web, has
only just begun. With time, the
National Creators Award will go
on to become one of the world’s
biggest digital recognitions.



Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye

A Jan Andolan Led by Yuva Shakti

“ I would also urge first
time voters to vote in record
numbers. On turning 18, you
are getting a chance to elect
a member for the 18" Lok
Sabha. That means this 18" Lok
Sabha will also be a symbol
of youth aspiration. That is
why, the importance of your
vote has risen further. India is
proud of its youth power, full of
enthusiasm and energy. The
more our youth participate in
the electoral process, the more
beneficial its results will be for
the country.,’

-Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in 'Mann ki Baat' address)

“There are several ways in
which we can encourage and
inspire our young students to
participate in the democratic
process. One, of course, is for
them to feel that whatever
development is happening in
our country is inclusive. They
should also be aware that
once they pass out of the
educational institutions, they
have immense opportunities
to contribute to the inclusive
growth of our country and this
is what will encourage them
to participate in the electoral

process.”
-M. Jagadesh Kumar
Chairman, UGC
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Voting is not just a civic
responsibility. It is one of the
cornerstones that define
democracy.
individual

Transcending
interests, voting
echoes the collective voice of
the society and reminds every
citizen of their power to shape a
nation, to cultivate a future that
promises growth and stability.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
resonated with this sentiment in
the 110*" episode of ‘Mann ki Baat,
when he strongly appealed to
the youth of India, especially the
first-time voters, to exercise this
fundamental right. In this effort,
the Prime Minister expressed
his appreciation for the Election
Commission of India (ECI) for
spearheading ‘Mera Pehla Vote
Desh Ke Liye' campaign, ahead
of the 18" Lok Sabha election,
emphasising the imperative of
voting and voicing one’s opinions
to strengthen the democratic
fabric of India as well as help in
the larger good of the nation.

India is the world's largest
democracy, with nearly 20

crore young voters as reported
by the Election Commission
of India. The 'Mera Pehla Vote
Desh Ke Liye' campaign aims
to bring together the young
demographic of India to be
active  participants  in  the
electoral process. Urging the
youth to make their voices known
and act as agents of change
by turning up in large numbers
to vote, the Prime Minister also
nudged the young voters to be
part of political activities and
remain aware of the discussions
and debates in the interest of
national development.

Taking the Prime Minister’s
call forward, Union Minister
Anurag Thakur launched
the ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh

Ke Liye’ anthem, appealing
to young voters to exercise
their democratic right. The
mass movement now is being
carried forward by enthusiastic
youngsters in their own ways
across the country, transforming
it into a Jan Andolan. From
educational institutes to iconic
locations, the youngsters are
spreading the message ‘Banega
Desh Mahaan, Jab Vote Karenge
Hum'. Apart from the youth,
people from all walks of life, be it
film personalities, sportspersons,
business and industry leaders,
Padma Awardees, and local folk
artists have also joined hands in
encouraging the young voters.
The Mera Pehla Vote
anthem has garnered more




Some Significant Numbers

|
> 1,09,868
#MeraPehlaVoteDeshKeLiye

pledges were taken in 12
regional languages

|
) 91 ,61 0 people took part in

the Quiz on India’s democracy

; 22 1 8 submissions were

received as part of the Reel
Making Contest on ‘Desh
Hamara Kaisa Ho’

1258 podcasts were submitted
on the thgme of ‘Desh Hamara
Kaisa Ho

) 1895 blogs were submitted on
‘Desh Hamara Kaisa Ho’

|

than ten million views on
the Prime Minister's post on
social media platform, X. The
anthem was also translated
into different languages of
Indiq, namely Malayalam,
Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Maithili,
Gujarati, Khasi, Dogri, etc.
Eminent film personalities and
sports persons such as Varun
Dhawan, Bhumi Pednekar,
Ajay Devgn, Mahesh Babuy,
Chiranjeevi, Mohanlal, Guneet
Monga, Kangana Ranaut, Neeraj
Chopra, Pankaj Advani, Surya
Kumar Yadav, amongst many
others carried the patriotic
enthusiasm forward along with
transforming the campaign
into a national movement by
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mobilising youngsters.

‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye'
has brought with it a myriad of
activities to engage the youth to
nurture patriotic temperament
in the youth and make them
conscious of responsible voting.
With different activities such
as pledge-taking, quiz, reel-
making, podcast, blog writing,
the campaign has penetrated
across  several educational
institutions in the nation, with an
amalgamation of physical as
well as virtual events.

With its multifarious
approach, ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh
Ke Liye' fosters a responsible
outlook in the young population
by encouraging them to
participate in the festival of
democracy for national welfare.
The initiative, along  with
enabling first-time voters to
exercise their fundamental right
to vote, also empowers them to
be the propagators of the same
value amongst their peers.
‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye'
is more than just a campaign.
It is a feeling of patriotism, a
call to responsibility, and your
chance to be the architect of
your nation’s destiny. Join the
movement. Make your first vote
count. Together, let's write a new
chapter for the nation!
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Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar
Chairman, UGC

Voting : A Constitutional
Responsibility

‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh

Ke Liye’ (My First Vote for the
Nation) is one of the largest
campaigns undertaken by the
Election Commission of India.
UGC, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education, is working
to inspire, engage and mobilise
young voters across the nation.
With active participation from
nearly 40,000 colleges and more
than 1100 universities, UGC has
brought together educationists
and students to encourage first-
time voters to partake in the
electoral process of our country.
The Election Commission

of India data shows that we
have nearly 1.9 crore first-time
voters and about 19.74 crore
voters in the age group of 18-
19. Therefore, the educational
institutions are showing
enthusiasm in this nationwide
campaign and  conducting
various kinds of activities to
underscore the significance of
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democracy. These activities
also help students, especially
the first-timers, understand the
importance of participating in
the largest electoral process
of the world and strengthen
the democratic fabric of our
country. Many universities and
colleges are also engaging
the students in street plays,
competitions,  quizzes, etc.
We have been receiving
overwhelming responses from
across the country. We are also
in touch with the NEP Saarthis,
who are sending a large number
of videos recorded by them,
showing their commitment
to bolstering the democratic
process of our country.

There are several ways in
which we can encourage and
inspire our young students to
participate in the democratic
process. One, of course, is for
them to feel that whatever
development is happening in

"

our country is inclusive. They
should also be aware that once
they pass out of the educational
institutions, they have immense
opportunities to  contribute
to the inclusive growth of our

Approximately 5.5
lakh students
joined this
movement

A multitude of
activities, such as
debate, seminars,
street plays, flash
mobs, rallies, dance,
singing, poster making,
etc,, as part of the campaign

Higher education institutes
(HEIs) got associated
in large numbers
throughout,
with a startling
participation of
nearly 1800 institutes
including AICTE and UGC
colleges.
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country and this is what will
encourage them to participate
in the electoral process. To
create more awareness among
our youngsters, social media
is being leveraged to engage
them. We can see from the kind of
impressions that we are getting,
whether it is the Twitter handle
or Linkedin or Instagram, lakhs
of youngsters are engaging with
UGC, and we are all collectively
working to bring more youth into
this campaign.

Asthe future of the nation, the
youth should have compassion,
they should have a sense of
constitutional responsibility, and
they should also turn out to be
problem solvers in various kinds
of challenges that our country
is facing. Therefore, | would like
to appeal to all the youngsters
across the country to come
forward, participate in this
electoral process, and design
the future that we want for our
country together.



Ritesh Agarwal
CEO, OYO

Voting : A Glorious Right

The 18™ Lok Sabha Elections
are poised to be a significant
turning point for the people
of India. This assertion stems
from the recent revelation
regarding the growth  of
the Indian economy, which
stands at approximately 8.4%.
Consequently, | anticipate that
the forthcoming 20 to 30 years
will herald a prosperous era
for India, akin to a golden age.
This presents a momentous
opportunity for Indian citizens
to exercise their voting rights,
thereby steering the course
towards a government that
aligns with their aspirations.

| believe that casting my first
vote holds profound importance.
Now at 30 years old, | reflect
on my initial experience as a
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voter. Although | am a second-
time voter, the sentiment of
participating in  the world's
largest democracy, where each
individual's vote carries weight,
remains deeply ingrained. Thus,
| implore those who have yet to
acquire their Voter ID to do so
promptly, as the opportunity to
register one's vote arises only
once every five years. Let us not
allow this chance to slip through
our fingers.

The initiative to encourage
voting, epitomized by the "Mera
Pehla Vote" campaign, should
not be confined to a select few
leaders and influencers. Rather,
| advocate for its widespread
dissemination. | urge everyone
to engage five  young,
determined individuals and

emphasize the significance of
fulfilling their civic duty through
voting. As citizens, we bear the
responsibility for the outcomes
we desire, a fundamental tenet
of civics education. Therefore,
it is incumbent upon the youth,
whether in their twenties, early
thirties, or even teenagers, to
exercise their franchise.

India, with its vast population
constituting one-sixth of
humanity, possesses immense
collective power. The success
of initiatives like the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan underscores
our capacity for transformative
change when united. | envision
a future where Indian youth,
irrespective of their geographic
origins, contribute to building
globally impactful enterprises.
This endeavor, | assert, is a civic
duty on par with any other.

In extending my
congratulations to the elected
representatives, | also extend
a call to action. Recognize the
aspirations of the countless
youth hailing from villages and
cities across India. Their dreams
of conquering the world rest
upon your leadership. Do not
perceive this responsibility as
solely yours; understand that
we, the youth of this nation,
stand prepared to collaborate in
propelling India forward.
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W Manikstu Agro
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We are thrilled to share a moment of immense pride
and gratitude as Honorable Prime Minister Narendra
Modiji mentioning about Manikstu Agro during his
110the edition of Mann ki baat last Sunday. His
detalled acknowledgment of our venture, particularly
our innovative Goat Bank Model, serves as a powerful
validation of our commitment to transformative
agricultural practices. For nearly a decade, we have
been driven by a passion to revolutionize goat farming
in India. Today, our beloved Prime Minister's
endorsement not only validates our efforts but also
fuels our determination to scale our impact
exponentially. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to
our honorable Prime Minister Narendra Modiji for his
unwavering support and encouragement, His
recognition inspires us to redouble our efforts and push
the boundaries of innovation even further.

None of this would have been possible without the
dedication and hard work of our exceptional team.
They are the backbone of our organization, and we owe
this achievement to their relentless commitment. We
also express our sincere gratitude to our invaluable
supporters, including KIT-TBI and Upaya Social
Venture, whose unwavering belief in our vision has
been instrumental in our journey.

To all our silent champions who have supported us
along the way, thank you for believing in us and our
mission to revolutionize goat farming in India. This
endorsement by honorable Prime Minister Narendra
Maodiji is not just a recognition of our past
achievements but also a catalyst for our future
endeavors. We are more determined than ever to lead
the way in transforming the agricultural landscape of
our nation.
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Celebrate the contribution
of women power, says PM
Modl in 'Vlann Ki Baat'

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Mann ki Baat: PM Modi appeals to first-timer
volers to exercise right in record numbers

Hindustan Times

Mann Ki Baat: 'India’s Nari
Shakti touching new heights’,
says PM Modi | Top quotes

Tur Economic TiMES

Meet Sunita Devi, a ‘Drone Didi’
who was lauded by PM Modi in
‘Mann Ki Baat’

& FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Read to Lead

What is the ‘Goat Bank’ PM Modi spoke
today in his ‘Mann ki Baat’ address?

AREPUBLICWORLD.COM

AI for human-tiger
harmony: Union IT
Minister tweets PM's
Mann Ki Baat excerpt

RisingKashmir

Mann Ki Baat: PM Modi extols Mohd
Manshah Khakhi's contributions to Gojri
language preservation
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