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OVERVIEW

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, is the
nodal Ministry for the information, broadcasting and
film sectors. The activities of the Ministry are centered
on the core objectives of dissemination of information
relating to Government policies and programmes,
provide wholesome entertainment and spread
awareness through various means of communication,
including the electronic media, print media and films.
The media units, autonomous bodies and PSUs of
the Ministry assist it in the performance of its role.
Each unit specialises in the use of a particular means
of communication to convey information to all
segments of the population. A wide variety of media
like the press, advertisements, performing arts, group
discussions, books, television. radio and films are
used striking a balance between the public interest
and commercial requirements.

The Ministry is responsible for formulation of policy,
rules, regulations and laws relating to the information,
broadcasting and film sectors. In order to further
international co-operation in the fields of broadcasting,
films and the print media, the Ministry also interacts
with its foreign counterparts.

For efficient delivery of information, publicity services
and entertainment, the Main Secretariat of the
Ministry is divided into three wings, namely, the
Information Wing, the Broadcasting Wing and the
Film Wing.

The Information Wing deals with the policy matters
regarding the print media and the Press and Publicity
requirements of the Government. The media units
engaged in Press and Publicity activities:

Press Information Bureau
e Photo Divisicn
® Research Reference & Training Division

¢ Publications Division

¢ Directorate of Advertising & Visual Publicity

e Directorate of Field Publicity
¢ Song & Drama Division

e  Registrar of Newspapers for India

Press Council of India

Indian Institute of Mass Communication

PRESS

PUBLICITY

REGULATION OF THE PRESS

TRAINING
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The Broadcast Wing handles matters relating to
the electronic media. It formulates policies and framés
rules and regulations for this sector, which includes
public service broadcasting, operation of cable
television, private television channels, etc. This Wing
is headed by the Joint Secretary (Broadcasting}. The
organisations under this wing include:

® The Broadcasting Corporation of India (Prasar
Bharati), which includes:

All India Radio &

- Doordarshan

® Broadcast Engineering Consultants (India) Ltd.
(BECIL)

The Film Wing handles matters relating to the film
sector. Through its various units, it is involved in the
production and distribution of documentary films
required for internal and external publicity,
development and promotional activities relating to
film industry including training, promotion of good
cinema, organisation of film festivals, import and
export regulations, etc. The Joint Secretary {Films)
heads this Wing and is in charge of the following
Media Units:

Films Division

Central Board of Film Certification
National Film Archives of India
National Film Development Corporation
Film & Television Institute of India, Pune
Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute
Directorate of Film Festival

Children’s Film Society, India

- Documentary Production

- Certification

- Preservation

- Film Finance

- Training

- Training

- Promotion of good cinema

- Promotion of Children’s film

The development activities of the Ministry are
undertaken as Plan schemes. The focus of the current
plan is to modernise the media units and computerise
their activities. Under the IX Five-Year Plan, a tota!
outlay of Rs. 2,970.34 crores has been approved for
this Ministry of which an amount of Rs. 709.35
crores has been provided under the Annual Plan

2000-01 and an outlay of Rs. 108.09 crores has
been projected for the next year.

Through its media units, the Ministry has contributed
in the dissemination of information relating to health

matters, child rights, women’s empowerment,
national integration, etc.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR |

™ [Launch of NE channel

N Permission to Direct-To-Home broadcast

. Bharatendu Harishchandra Awards for original writings in Hindi conferred for the years 1994-
1999

. Extensive coverage given to relief measures undertaken after the earthquake in Bhuj

) Extensive coverage to the Maha Kumbh Mela

° The entertainment sector including films notified as an industrial concern under Section 2(c)(vii) of
the IDBI Act

. Dada Saheb Phalke Award for 1999 conferred on Hrishikesh Mukherjee in September 2000.
. State Information Ministers' Conference held at Delhi in January 2001.




INITIATIVES

The media scenario is one of the most dynamic one
today. To keep pace with the rapid developments in
this field, the policies of the Government are reviewed
periodically. Over the years broadcasting has become
the most important function of the Ministry. The
broadcasting media, popularly known as the electronic
media, due to its special nature in terms of instant
reach, wide accessibility and easy comprehensibility,
play a unique role in many areas. It informs the
whole country about the various events happening
around the globe, about the initiatives of the
Government in economic development and public
welfare, almost on an hourly basis, and in special

cases, on a minute to minute basis. It creates
awareness about issues related to human existence
such as health and hygiene, environment and
education, etc. In addition, it provides easy access to
wholesome and healthy audio-visual entertainment.
It also plays a unique role in the event of natural
calamities by disseminating timely warning and also
the information about the rescue operations. This
media has its share in promoting art and culture of
various parts of the nation. These functions are also
performed by other media but cannot match the
effectiveness of the electronic media in reach,
accessibility and timeliness.

Some of the participants of 24" SIMCON with Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 21 January 2001
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During the last few years, the broadcasting scenario
in the country has changed considerably and more
so in the field of satellite television broadcasting.
With a view to keeping pace with rapidly changing
technology, economic liberalization, globalisation and
special needs of certain areas of the country, the
Government has taken many new initiatives during
the last 2-3 years such as permitting setting up of
uplinking hubs for satellite uplinking by private
television broadcasters from the Indian soil, allowing
[ndian private companies to set up FM Radio stations,
amendments to the Cable TV Network (Regulation)
Act/Rules, introduction of Direct to Home (DTH)
Broadcasting, Digitisation of transmission, special
package for J&K, North-East and other border areas.

DIRECT TO HOME BROADCAST (DTH)

DTH TV service is a service for direct distribution of
television programmes/channels by satellite to the
receiving subscriber homes in high frequency Ku
band via a small dish and a decoder/set top box.
DTH service was banned in India through a
notification issued by the Ministry of Communication
on 16.7.1997 under the Indian Telegraph Act,
1885 and the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933.
The notification prohibited establishment,
maintenance, working, possession of or dealing in
equipment capable of receiving signals in frequency
bands above 4800 MHz {which includes Ku band).

Due to rapid changes in the information technology
and sea change in the broadcasting and
communication scenario in the last few years, the
reasons for which DTH was not allowed in 1997,
are no longer relevant. Moreover, DTH is a superior
technology, which offers an alternative for distribution
and reception of television programmes both to the
programme providers as well as to the consumers.
Keeping in view its numerous advantages, the matter
was re-examined by a Group of Ministers. Based on
the recommendations of the Group, a decision was
taken on 2.11.2000 to permit DTH Services in [ndia
with suitable safeguards so as to take care of the
concerns relating to national security, morality and
vertical menopoly in distribution and broadcasting of
television services. Detailed guidelines for issue of
licence for DTH are being firmed up in consultation
with the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Department
of Communication and Department of Space.

CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS
(REGULATION) AMENDMENT ACT, 2000

During the last five years, many lacunae/deficiencies
in the implementation of the Cable Act had come to
the notice of the Government. In order to make the
Cable Act more effective, the Government amended
the Cable Act, 1995 by way of Cable Television
Networks {Regulation) Amendment Act, 2000 on
1.9.2000 which seeks to, inter-alia, i) bringing free-
to-air channel within the scope of the programme
and advertisement code so as to avoid undesirable
programme to the viewers, (ii) empower the Central
Gowvt. to take prompt corrective measures in the
interest of security, sovereignty and integrity of India,
public order, decency, morality etc., {ii) ensure uniform
carriage and proper reception of two terrestrial
channels of DDn along with one regional language
satellite channel through the cable network, and {iv)
designate District Magistrate/Sub-Divisional
Magistrate/Commissioner of Police as the authorized
officers for taking action against the cable operator.

CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS RULES,
2000

Amendments have also been brought in the Cable
Television Networks Rules, 1994 by way of a Cable
Television Networks Amendment Rules, 2000,
notified on 8.9.2000 with a view to prohibiting (i)
any programme which is not suitable for public
exhibition and for carriage of in cable services which
the cable operator has not obtained necessary
copyright, {ii) advertisement which contains references
which hurt religious sentiments, and (i) any
advertisement which promotes directly or indirectly
production, sale or consumption of liquor, tobacco
and tobacco products, infant milk substitute feeding
bottle or infant foods.

DECLARATION OF FILM AS AN ‘INDUSTRY’

In May, 1998, the Minister for Information and
Broadcasting (IBM) announced the Government's
intention to grant the status of Industry to the fim
sector.

This announcement was widely welcomed by the
Film Industry. Further, this Ministry had taken up
with the Ministry of Finance, the issue of Notification
for including film production u/s2 () (xvii) of the
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IDBI Act, 1964 as an approved activity under
‘Industrial Concern’ so that financial institutions and
banks are more open to financing this sector.

In a meeting of Honble IBM with Film industry
representatives in Mumbai, in September, 2000, the
film industry was informed of the decision of the
Government to notify ‘Entertainment Industry
including films as an approved activity “Industrial
Concerns” in exercise of the powers conferred by
Section 2(c) (xvii) of the IDBI Act, 1964, vide
Notification No. 10 {14)/98-IF.1 dated 16.10.2000,
thus, taking the initiative of the Government to its
logical conclusion. Further to this, the Ministry of
Finance has also written to the IDBI to take action to
evolve such well-recognized and acceptable standards
in this regard to enable financial institutions to fund
such ventures. RBI too has been asked to examine in
consultation with the Indian Banks Association, the
Working Group's report regarding financing of the
film industry and circulate necessary guidelines to
banks in this regard.

FM BROADCASTING THROUGH PRIVATE
AGENCIES

The Cabinet had approved the issue of licenses for
FM broadcasting in 40 cities, to companies registered
in India with shareholding held by Indians accept for
limited portfolio investments by foreign institutional
investors, NRI and Overseas Corporate Bodies. The
Cabinet also approved the procedure for selection of
licensees and conditions for grant of licenses,

The decision involved setting up of two or more FM
stations through private participations in each of the
40 cities. Out of the total identified 148 frequencies
for 40 centres, 40 frequencies have been reserved
for educational channel to be operated by Ministry of
Human Resources Development. For this channel,
no license fee shall be charged by Ministry of 1&B.
The License agreement was signed by IGNOU on
behalf of the Ministry of HRD in December, 2000.
WPC has been informed to allocate frequencies for
40 centres.

The open aucticn for selecting licensees was held in
March, 2000, on the basis of which 29 companies
were selected for allocation of 101 channels in 40
city centres. Out of the total 29 companies selected

for issues of licenses for 101 channels, security
clearance iIn respect of 26 was received by July,
2000. All the 26 companies were issued Lefter of
Intent (for 93 channels) in early August, 2000 and
were asked to sign the License Agreement and
submit bank guarantee equivalent to the amount of
first year's license fee, valid for 10 years within a
period of 75 days from the date of receipt of Letter
of Intent. The last date for submission of the bank
guarantee and signing of the agreement was also
extended up to 30th October, 2000. By the stipulated
date 16 companies submitted Bank guarantee
amounting to Rs. 158.75 crores equivalent to first
year's license fee and signed the agreement for 37
channels in 19 cities.

SPECIAL PACKAGE FOR J&K

The Union Government has approved a special
package for improvement of Doordarshan and AIR
services in the State of J&K to be implemented
within a pericd of two years at an estimated cost of
Rs. 430 crores. Under the package All India Radio
will set up 9 new relay stations and upgrade 3
existing ones. Doordarshan will set up 11 high
power transmitters. 3 earth stations, 1 studio, 12
mobile Low Power Transmitters, 60 Very Low Power
Transmitters and upgrade power of 11 existing Very
Low Power Transmitters. It is also proposed to
develop special software package and increase the
transmission time of Kashir Channel from the present
2 hrs. a day to 18 hrs. a day.

Under the package, 18 hours Kashir channel started
on 9th June, 2000. Based on the approval of the
Empowered Committee, expenditure sanction for
procurement of equipment in respect of projects of
AIR and Doordarshan, where site is already available/
acquired, has been issued. Acquisition of sites for the
remaining projects is in process. Execution of Civil
Works has been entrusted to Jammu & Kashmir
Civil Construction Corporation, Similarly, equipment
has been ordered wherever project sanction is
available. Two Mobile LPTs at Osan and Baramullah
and 5 Very Low Power Transmitters at Chumathang,
Bodhkharbu, Hiranagar, Batalik and Turtck have
been commissioned. One LPT and 2 VLPTs have
also been commissioned. The uplinking facilities at
Srinagar have been augmented and a new earth
station has been set up at Jammu and is likely tc be
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commissioned shortly. One Earth Station at Leh and
2 DSNG Systems for Kashiri channel are likely to be
set up by December, 2000. As regards AIR's schemes
under the package, upgradation of 6 KW FM Radio
Station to 10 KW FM at Kathua has been completed,
and has since been commissioned. Sites have been
acquired at all places except Kargil, Naushera and
Rajouri. Estimates for civil works have been sanctioned
for three places and are likely to be sanctioned
shortly for six places in Laddakh region.

NORTH-EAST PACKAGE

A proposal for refurbishing All India Radic and
Doordarshan coverage in the North-East Region
including Sikkim for improving All India Radic and
Doordarshan coverage in the area and to cover 100
per cent of the population of the region is under
consideration. The proposed package also includes
launching of a 24 hour North-East Satellite TV
Channel and Regional Channels from each state
capital.

Issues under Examination
CONDITIONAL ACCESS SYSTEM (CAS)

It is observed the cable operators all over the country
coliect a uniform monthly charge from their
subscribers for availing themselves of all the cable
network service. This is both for availing of the basic
service of cable network as well as for viewing pay
channels. This system has the unsatisfactory feature
that a TV home pays for all the pay channels while
it may not be watching some or all of them. The
second aspect of the problem is that TV companies
who run a pay channel charge from cable operators
on the basis of the number of TV homes on the
assumption that cable operator is collecting money
from all of them. The TV companies complain that
cable operators reported only a small fraction of
actual number of households they serve. They are
thus being deprived of money which the cable
operator collects on their behalf. At the same time,
TV companies quote figures of viewership, which
are grossly exaggerated because there is no reliable
means of verifying the actual viewership of any

channel. In both the cases, a large part of the money
collected and earned by cable operators and Tv
companies remains undeclared and this may be
leading to sizeable tax evasion. To this extent the
present position is unsatisfactory from Government's
revenue earning point of view also.

The Government has now received a suggestion to
introduce Conditional Access System {CAS) in the
country so as to allow the consumers of the option
of choosing the channels for which they would pay
and also allow the subscribers to regulate the
viewership in their homes. In CAS, the reception of
programmes will be through a Set Top Box.

This leads to examining of mandatory installation of
Conditional Access System in the country. The CAS
has the capability of allowing a TV home to access
only that channel for which it has subscribed and it
also monitors individual programmes in a channel
seen by a TV home. Therefore, provision of CAS
has the advantage that it will allow users to pay only
for those programmes and pay channels, which they
actually see. There will be a reliable record of TV
homes, which a cable operator will not be able to
fudge and simultaneously there will be a reliable
record of viewership, which a TV company will be
able to claim. Therefore, mandating CAS has many
advantages.

A Set Top Box is likely to cost about Rs. 4,000/-
and would be a substantial burden on low-income
group viewers. One of the options is that the Set
Top box for CAS could be provided by the cable
operators, to the consumers, through funding from
Financial Institutions and the consumers would be
charged nominal rent on monthly basis. However, it
is stil a conjecture and no organized mode! is
available in the market.

The issue is being examined by the Ministry.

Due to convergence between broadcasting,
telecommunications and information technology, the
need for a comprehensive legislation has been felt.
The Ministry of [&B has been associated with the
exercise for preparation of such a legislation.



AUTONOMOUS BODIES/PSUs—BROADCAST SECTOR

The Prasar Bharati is the public broadcaster in the
country. In keeping with the changing media scenario,
Prasar Bharati has also taken a number of steps to
make the electronic media more effective and
competitive,

A. PRASAR BHARATI (BROADCASTING
CORPORATION OF INDIA)

Prasar Bharati (Broadcasting Corporation of India)
Act, 1990 was enacted by the Parliament in 1990
to provide for the establishment of a Broadcasting
Corporation of India. The said Act was brought into
force w.ef. 15.9.97 and the Prasar Bharati
(Broadcasting Corporation of India) was established
w.e.f. 23.11.1997 The compaosition of the Board is
as follows:

(a) A Chairman;

(b) One Executive Member;

{c) One Member (Finance):

(d) One Member (Personnel);

(e} Six part-time Members;

{fy Director-General (Akashvani), ex-officio;
{g) Director-General {Doordarshan), ex-officio;

(h) one representative of the Union Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting, to be nominated by
that Ministry; and

{} two representatives of the employees of the
Carporation, of whom one shall be elected by
the engineering staff from amongst themselves

and one shall be elected by the other employees
from amongst themselves.

Presently three part-time members viz. Shri B.G.
Vergese, Professor U.R. Rao and Dr. Abid Hussain
are on the Board. Smt. Aruna Makhan, Additional
Secretary & Financial Adviser in the Ministry of I&B
is its representative on the Board. Action has already
been initiated to fill up the vacant positions of a
Chairman, one Executive Member, one Member
{Finance), one Member (Personnel} and 3 part-time
members. In the absence of a regular executive
member, Shri Anil Baijal, Additional Secretary in the
Ministry of 1&B is holding additional charge of the
executive member. The posts of Directors General,
All india Radic and Doordarshan will be filled up
after Prasar Bharati Board and the Recruitment
Board are constituted and Recruitment Rules for
these posts finalised. Since persons working in Prasar
Bharati continue to be Gout. servant, representatives
of the Corporation are not available for membership.

Constitution of Recruitment Boards:

Prasar Bharati Act, 1990 provides for the setting up
of one or more Recruitment Boards for making
recruitment to various posts in Prasar Bharati carrying
scales of pay that are less than that of Joint Secretary
to the Central Government, Accordingly, it is
proposed to set up a Central Recruitment Board at
the Headquarters of the Corporation and Regional
Recruitment Board not exceeding five, for making
direct recruitment to the vacancies in Prasar Bharati
The Recruitment Boards shall consist wholly of
persons other than the Members, officers and other
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employees of the Corporation. For purposes of
appointment to posts carrying scales of pay which
are not less than that of a Joint Secretary to the
Government of India, the Recruitment Board shall
consist of the Chairman, other members, the ex-
officio Members, the Nominated Member and the
elected Members.

Autonomy In Administrative And Financial
Matters :

With the transfer of employees, the Corporation will
have full control over the employees working in AIR
and Doordarshan. The Prasar Bharati Board will
also have the powers to make top level appointments
in the Corporation. As an interim arrangement, the
Prasar Bharati has been authorized to take more of
the financial decisions including appointing consultants
for special tasks without consulting the Government.
A final arrangement in this regard is likely to be
notified shortly.

Restructuring of AIR and Doordarshan

A committee comprising of Shri N.R.
Narayanamurthy, CEO, Infosys, Shri Kiran Karnik,
M.D. Discovery Communication India and Shri Shunu
Sen, Marketing Consultant was constituted on
22.11.99 for carrying out a comprehensive review
of Prasar Bharati and suggest necessary changes in
its organizational structure, systems and other relevant
areas to ensure quality, credibility and professionalism
in Prasar Bharati. The committee submitted its report
to the Govt. on 20.5.2000.

The recommendations/suggestions of the Committee,
amongst others, relate to the mission and objectives
of Prasar Bharati, accountability and structure of Prasar
Bharati, financing and funding mechanism, channel
positioning, programming content and production,
restructuring of transmission and engineering services,
improvement in marketing, human resource
development and exploitation of new technologies.
The recommendations also include certain amendments
to the Prasar Bharati Act, 1990.

Discussions were held with the Prasar Bharati Board
and also the Review Committee with a view to seek
comments/clarifications on the recommendations
contained in the report. Discussions were also held
with various employees associations. The
recommendations have also been discussed in the
Consultative Committee of MPs attached to this Ministry.

Performance of Prasar Bharati During the Year

Network expansion and upgradation:-
(i) All India Radio :

During 2000-2001, 9 new radio stations including
relay transmitters) (1 FM, 8 MW ) were commissioned
upto 31-12-2000 and 6 transmitters (2 FM, 2 MW
and 2 SW) were replaced/upgraded. In addition 15
new radio stations and transmitters are expected to
be technically ready by March, 2001. Total number
of radio stations now stands at 207 and transmitters
at 324 (MW-148, SW-55 and FM-121). A statement
showing new radio stations/transmitters
commissioned, transmitters replaced/upgraded and
those expected to be technically ready during 2000-
2001 is at Annexure-l. In addition, uplink facilities
were commissioned at Aizawl and Kohima.

(ii) Doordarshan

During April-December 2000, 113 TV transmitters
have been commissioned. These include 41
transmitters [High Power Transmitters (HPT) - 22.
Low Power Transmitters (LPT), 6 Very Low Power
Transmitters (VLPT) and 13 Transposers] for
expansion of Metro Channel (DD-II) Service and 72
transmitters ( HPT-3 (including one interim set up),
LPT-46 and VLPT-23) for expansion of primary
channel (DD 1) coverage. Besides, one HPT, each at
Srinagar (for Kashir Channel), Kolkata (for Bangla
Channel) and Chennai ( For Podigai channel) have
been commissioned. The total number of Doordarshan
transmitters now stands at 1174 ( DD [-1085, DD-
1I-84 and others-5).
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Doordarshan alse commissioned five new studios at
Gwalior, Jagdalpur, Indore and Ranchi, taking total
no. of studio to 51. Five more studios projects at
Mathura, Patiala, Chandigarh, Trichur and Leh are
expected to be completed by March 2001,

Statements showing state-wise locations of transmitters
commissioned during the year and state-wise numbers
of studios and transmitters are at Annexure-l and
Annexure-lll respectively.

Satellite uplinks were commissioned at Delhi { for
AVN news feeds) and Jammu. Satellite uplinking
facilities are expected to be completed at Shimia,
Port Blair and Leh during the current financial year.

The daily telecast time of several Doordarshan

channels was increased substantially as mentioned
below -

DD-Kashir From 2 hrs to 18 hrs.
DD-Punjabi

DD-1

DD-North East From 2 hrs. to 24 hrs.

Technological upgradation and modernization
of facilities

Digital technology has been introduced in both AIR
and Doordarshan for programme production and
transmission. The equipment in major Radio Stations/
Doordarshan Kendras have been replaced by state-
of-the art digital equipment and similar plans are
afoot for other Radio Stations/DDKs. In new Radio
Stations/DDKs only latest state-of-the art equipment
are being installed. The satellite uplink and downlink
facilities have mostly been digitised and remaining
ones are also proposed to be digitised shortly. Several
Radio Stations have started broadcasting in stereo
mode:

{ii ~Other technological initiatives include,
commissioning of transmission managers at 4
Radio Stations and expected installation at eight
more stations by March 2001:

(i} Commissioning of Radio-in-Demand Service
from Chennai, Kolkata and Mumbai by March
2001 (the service is presently available at Delhi
only);

(i} A project is underway for digital networking of
Vividh Bharati Service,

(iv) Automation and telemetry system are proposed
for News Rooms and Transmitters. A FM
telemetry system (i.e. remote operation of
transmitters) has already been installed at
Guwahati and Nagpur. A telemetry system for
remote operation of Low Power TV Transmitters
is being developed.

Digital Terrestrial Television Broadcasting

(DTTB) :-

At present, there are only two terrestrial TV channels
of Doordarshan {DD-1 and DD-Il) available in the
country, though about 100 satellite channels being
received in different parts of the country. While DD-1
is received in about 75 % of area of the country
covering about 89% of the population, the coverage
of DD-II is available to only about 25% population.
The terrestrial transmission of Doordarshan is in
analogue mode. To make more channels available
terrestrially in analogue mode requires setting up of
thousands of transmitters which is just not possible
due to limited resources. Therefore, the Prasar Bharati
proposes to introduce Digital Terrestrial Television
Broadcasting (DTTB) in the country in a phased
programme spanning 10-12 years,

The DTTB has following advantages over analogue
transmission :-

(i}  One digital transmitter can carry four to six TV
channels;

(i} Vastly superior and uniform quality of reception
in the entire reception area:

{iii}y Reception of TV/multimedia services even in
moving vehicles;
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(iv) More than 50% saving in power consumption
as compared to analogue transmitters.

The switching from analogue to digital transmission
is necessary in view of the similar developments
taking place in developed countries as also to provide
an alternative to cable network services specially in
rural areas and small towns where cable network are
not too visible. Some of the digital channels can also
be used for INTERNET and e-mail through television.

Apart from requirement of resources for Prasar
Bharati for replacement of all analogue transmitters
by digital ones, the public will also have to acquire
digital TV sets or set-top boxes to be attached to
existing TV sets to receive digital signals. This would
require substantial investment by TV homes. As it
may not be possible for most of the consumers to
invest this amount, for some time, the digital
transmitters will have to function in simulcast mode
i.e. relay of both digital and analogue signals so that
consumers not having digital TV sets or set top
boxes are not deprived of Doordarshan services.
This policy is followed at present in many developed
countries.

While a policy decision in the matter is yet to be
taken, Prasar Bharati is setting up Digital Transmitters
in four Metros of Delhi, Chenmnai, Kolkata and Mumbai
on experimental basis. These transmitters are
scheduled to be commissioned during 2001-2002.

New Initiatives in Programme Production,
News Broadcast etc.

(i) Programme Production Facilities

(a) Digital based technology: Digital based
technology which is in use the world over is also
being inducted in All India Radio to ensure superior
production and transmission facilities. Compact disc
players have already been provided in all the major

stations. Computerised hard disc based recording.
editing and playback system is being introduced in
the AIR network, Other major equipment being
modernised/replaced include console tape recorders.
recording/transmission/switching
microphones etc.

consoles,

(b) Conversion from mono to stereo: As a
part of plans to introduce stereo service, the studio

facilities at several stations have been upgraded from
moneo to stereo.

{c} Digital uplink and Downlink : The existing
analogue uplink and downlink facilities are being
converted to digital mode. A centralised digital stereo
uplink facility has been set up at Borivli (Murmbai) for
the Vividh Bharati Services. in the current Plan
Digital Uplink facilities have already been provided at
Chennai, Aizaw! and Kohima and are being provided
at Imphal and Agartala. Uplink facilities are also
proposed at Jammu, Delhi and Calcutta.

{d) New Broadcasting House: Studics equipped
with latest state-of-the-art technical facilities are being
provided in the New Broadcasting House complex
which is coming up at Delhi for the external Services,
News Services and Home Services.

(ii) News Broadcast

During the year, two Regional News Units were set
up at Raipur and Dehradun to originate news bulletins
for meeting the requirements of the people of the
new State of Chattisgarh and Uttaranchal respectively.
The Regional News Unit already functioning at Ranchi
will meet the requirements of listeners in the newly
created State of Jharkhand.

An Information Technology Unit was set up at Delhi
to take care of the IT requirements of NSD. The Unit
has set up an intemal website to cater to the news
requirements of the Regional News Units and others.
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Steps were taken to improve the quality of the news
bulletins to make them more useful and attractive to
the listeners. The slow speed news bulletins in Hindi
and English, which had outlived their utility, were
cancelled and composite news programmes were
introduced in their place. The programme in English,
called 'Mid-Day News' goes on the air from 1400
hrs. to 1430 hrs, The programme in Hindi, called
‘Dopahar Samachar’ is aired from 1430 to 1500
hrs. Consequently, the news bulletin in English at
1400-1410 hrs and that in Hindi at 1410-1420 hrs,
were cancelled. An external news bulletin in Hindi
has also been cancelled.

The format of the news bulletins in Hindi and English
in the Moming and Evening has been changed to
make the bulletins listener-friendly. The 'Morning
News’ in English and the ‘Samachar Prabhat’ in
Hindi now include a commentary on a current topic

and newspaper highlights. Similar changes were
made in the morning Urdu news builetin, called
"Khabarmama’. Voice-casts of correspondents, experts’
opinions and actualities and analyses of the major
news events of the day are included in the news
bulletins to made the news more credible,
comprehensive and interesting. AIR “News on Phone”
service provides the latest news highlights in Hindi
and English to a listener anywhere in the world on
phone on dialing the specified numbers. AIR news is
also available on the Internet. News (headlines)

bulletins are aired on the popular FM Channel round
the clock.

Efforts are on to bring about desirable changes in the
regional news bulletins broadcast from the regional
stations which are widely listened to in the semi
urban and rural areas. Plans are underway to start a
round the clock FM News Channel.

Year Doordarshan
1995-96 386.19
1996-97 601.30
1997-98 467.51
1998-99 419,99
1999-20 496.23

Revenue Earnings of Prasar Bharati
All India Radio

Total Rs. (in Crore)

92.04 478.23
87.18 688.54
100.99 568.50
95.66 - 51561
78.55 574.74

ALL INDIA RADIO

Activities:

AIR has taken several steps to strengthen the network
and improve the coverage.

Expansion of Border Area coverage:

a)  North-Eastern Region:

Radio coverage in the North-East Region is being
expanded. There are 24 AIR stations presently
operating in the seven states of the North East and
Sikkim. In the current plan 9 additional AIR stations
have been commissioned.

b) Jammu & Kashmir :

Radio coverage in J&K is being strengthened. At

Srinagar the 1 KW MW Transmitter of Vividh Bharat
has been upgraded by a 10 KW FM Transmitter and
stereo facilities have been provided in the studios.

Staff Training Institute

Training facilities have been augmented by opening
a new Staff Training Institute at Bhubaneswar (Orissa).
Training facilities at STI (T) Delhi are akso proposed
to be modernised during the current plan.

Radio Networking through INSAT:

All the broadcasting centres of AIR throughout the
country have been networked through satellite for
the relay of national and regional programmes. 18
Uplinks are available for uplinking the programmes
in different state capitals to be used by the regional
and local stations of respective states.




INDIA

ALL INDIA RADIO STATI o
AS 0‘N1-1-200|1;:L

H--3N A
TARLLNG TANGEO OF TSANGPO -
-
¥ s
S
g SRR ot ot
- sy o 4
iy BN = m‘_.:

Tty Y VAT TR L = e ® a4
g Fr oo e B

L

b
Full FLEDGED RADD STATON Mw.
FULL FLEDLED RADID STATION F .

E NI

E
E
;

Ligs ! n RELaT CEMTRES Mow,
MATIOMAL CHAMNEL
CAICANAL 3ERVICES

B
" A A »
FiLL FLEDGED RADIO STATION MW & £ ™ fa) 2 mu-anuu
LOCAL MADIO STATION MW, ® o MDA
- LocaL ‘WADI0 STATioN F, & g » AMGAMAN
» CoMUMITY RADD STATION bW, e o T SBARREN |
* COMMUNTTY  REDID 5 1ATION ¥ M. S & » !'mn m
w VViGH BHARTL MW, ® aan
< VIVIOH ARARTE L g 5 7
cE s RELA. CENTRES F.M, ﬁ E %ﬁ,
o
< 8

¢
o

CAR ICOBAR le'!,v

' S u
ALL INODIA RADIO o« 8 Vo
P& D UNIT

DRG.NO, 15-14652(5) e
DRG.NO, TS - 14652(5)] e s 14" ons ] R I = I woms rora Q) EE8ln




